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The next meeting of the Chiefs’ & FireFirefighters’ Association will be held at Station 46, New Hope Eagle Fire Co. on April 20th has been cancelled.
The May meeting will be held at Station 80, Yardley on May 18th.

The March meeting was cancelled.

INTERSCHUTZ USA – INTERSCHUTZ USA 2020, scheduled for October 13-17, with exhibits October 15-17, 2020 in Philadelphia is proceeding as scheduled.

We want to assure our INTERSCHUTZ USA family that we are monitoring the situation. At this time the City of Philadelphia’s Department of Public Health, the Philadelphia Convention and Visitors Bureau and the Philadelphia Convention Center have all increased their efforts taking precautions and creating awareness to warn against the potential spread of the virus. Please find a statement and additional preventative efforts as presented by the City of Philadelphia, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia Convention and Visitors Bureau, Visit Philadelphia, the Philadelphia Convention Center, the Philadelphia International Airport and other industry partners here.

At this time, preventative measures are focused on the immediate future, and indications are that COVID-19 should not have any effect on the inaugural INTERSCHUTZ USA, October 13-17, 2020, at the Philadelphia Convention Center. Registration for the event continues to grow, as do exhibiting company commitments.

Despite this bright outlook, we understand our nation’s Fire, EMS and First Responder professionals are on the front lines of this battle – as you are for every domestic challenge or catastrophe. This note is to announce that we are extending our Early Bird discounts on Attendee Registration and Exhibit Space pricing until June 15, 2020.  We will reassess the situation at that time and will extend these if the situation warrants.

If you have any questions, please contact Vice President Ed Nichols at enichols@interschutzusa.com or 773-796-4250. To register: https://interschutzusa.com
LUNAR is a standalone, cloud-based unit using a combination of WiFi and LTE wireless communication technologies to deliver constant tracking, monitoring and accountability of a firefighter when activated. It also provides a built-in thermal imaging camera, search & rescue technology and always on communication to other on-scene personnel and the cloud (will continue to send a Pass alarm signal to all other firefighters even if the cloud signal fails). Firefighters can, using their LUNAR device, pick up the signal and determine the direction and distance 360 degrees around and above and below, including through walls and floors of a PASS signal. You follow the strength of signal to find the victim. It also has thermal imaging EDGE detection. The TIC can outline the edges of wherever there are temperature changes. What this means is that as you move through a building, the windows and doors will not only appear as color (temperature) change, but the actual outline of the window and door will be seen. It also has GPS information real time. The location of firefighters outside the building will always be known.
We hope to have a full presentation on this product at a future meeting.
NFPA 1851 has been revised as of Oct. 2019. It is the Standard on Selection, Care and Maintenance of Protective Equipment Ensembles for Structural Firefighting and Proximity Firefighting. It is said that firefighters are “harvesters” of carcinogens. We “harvest” the basd stuff, put it in the apparatus (or sometimes our personal vehicles) and bring it back to the station (or our residence). A sampling of terms defined in the standard are: decontamination, gross decontamination, sanitize, disinfect, cleaning, advanced cleaning, specialized cleaning, etc. Another note: a top-load washing machine is not acceptable for turnout gear.
Free on the highway training. Respondersafety.com has 10 roadway safety short videos that demonstrate key procedures that will enhance your safety at the roadway incident scene.

Firefighter 1 with Pro Board Certification
Bucks Basic Fire Academy (FF-1)


112

Structural Burn Session (SBS)


 16

FF1 Cert. Skills Test
   8

Hazmat Operations
 24


Hazmat Ops test
   8

Hazmat Awareness
   4

Hazmat Aware- Test
   2

First Aid

   4

Health Care Provider
(CPR & AED – Adult, Child, and Infant)
   
   6

Nims 100, 200, 700 & 800 (on-Line)

   0

Total FF1 with Certification



184
166 Hours of instruction and 18 hours of testing.
Electric Fire Truck – The Los Angles Fire Dept. is the first fire department in North America to order an electric truck from Rosenbauer. 

On November 22, 2019, the Federal Communication Commission (FCC) approved rules that require wireless carriers to deliver a 9-1-1 caller’s vertical location that’s accurate within 3 meters (Approx. 10’), in most cases. This includes the “X” and “Y” components but also the “Z-Axis” (i.e., elevation, vertical or floor level). The new rule requires for the first time that the Z-axis, or vertical location, must be included for 80% of indoor wireless 9-1-1 calls relative to the device location. The FCC requires carriers to meet the new rules in the top 25 markets vy 2021 and the top 50 markets by 2023. This is in line with FirstNet’s roadmap for Z-axis location by 2021.
The reason that the vertical location is particularly important to the fire service is because of the critically of the time to locate the firefighter. The 3-meter aspect of the rules so important, because it representative of the ceiling height for most floors in multistory buildings.
Car Fire Blanket - Bridgehill car fire blanket provides the quickest and most effective way to extinguish a car fire by removing oxygen supply. Toxic gases and smoke are stifled immediately in fossil cars. Same immediate result is achieved in electric cars, whose batteries have not been affected by the fire.

Leave the blanket for at least 20 minutes for immediate and complete isolation of fire and smoke. Use the blanket to immediately isolate the fire and block the smoke. If needed, add another blanket on top. If the lithium batteries are on fire (you would hear that) please wait for the firemen. They will use Bridgehill’s unique and patented Lithium blanket, designed specifically for that purpose (the only one in the world and for professional use only). The fire and smoke are isolated within seconds of spreading the blanket over the car. Ideal solution for hotels, ferries, shopping centers, hospitals and other public areas with many human lives at stake. Every year there are 100,000 car fires in the UK alone and 3,500 in Norway.

User friendly

1: Unroll the blanket in front of or behind the car/burning object

2: Grab the handles in the corners, and pull over the blanket in one movement

3: Wrap the blanket tightly around the car to reduce the supply of oxygen

4: Leave on for about 20 minutes
http://bridgehill.com/eng/car-fire-blanket/
Smoke Detectors Part 1 -
Whenever firefighters are dispatched to a residential fire, our system has failed. Fire codes, fire officials, fire prevention efforts and a lot of individual homeowners have failed. Although all fires are not preventable, traditional thinking has been directed at preventing them from starting. This is a good plan and has prevented many fires from beginning. However, history has shown that this isn’t good enough. Fires happen in all kinds of homes, big and small, to the rich and the poor. Reasons include, careless cooking, recalled appliances, electrical products of China, careless smoking, candles, children playing with matches, old wiring, and a million others. National statistics show that 80+% of all people who die or are injured in a fire, do so in their own home. Fire safety at home is our focus.
Early smoke detection is fundamental to preventing the cause of the smoke to progress into a fire. Most fires occur when the residents are home. How many fire incidents have you seen or read about that have caused you to ask, how did the fire get that big and they were home? The occupants didn’t know there was smoke in the house and didn’t know to look for the source of the smoke before it developed into a fire. This is the underlying scenario of a deadly night time fire.

This is the first in a series of articles that hopefully will help readers understand the importance of smoke detectors. Most of us have upgraded our computer and phones. It is time to upgrade your detectors.

Wireless interconnected smoke detectors offer the opportunity to upgrade any home and make that home the fire safe equivalent of a new home built to the International Residential Code. Wireless detectors are not new. They have been on the market for 12 years, but are now available with a 10-year battery. No battery changes for 10 years! At the end of 10 years they must be replaced. The detector and the battery have a 10-year warranty. No more stretching the 10-year life of a smoke detector and no more guessing if it will work when needed.
Tip - For those that have the home made cotton masks that can be  washed and used again, if they have two layers and you can put a filter in you can cut the blue shop towels down to size to insert them in and remove and dispose of them after every use.
Programming instructions for Kidde 10-year wireless detectors.
1. Turn on the batter6t switch on every detector. The color ring will flash Red and the detectors will tell you it is ready to be programmed. (This is the beginning of the 10- year life)

2. Push and hold the button in the center of any one detector until you hear two low tones, sonar tones. Release the button. (This initiates a search for other detectors)

3. As each detector receives the search signal, it will flash green. Wait until all detectors are flashed green.

4. When the detectors are finished searching for other detectors, push and hold the button on the same detector you started with until you hear two low tones. Release the button. (This action turns off the search.)
5. The detectors will announce the number of detectors that have been programed.

6. Assuming that number matches the number of detectors you have turned-on, you are done with the programming.

Note 1: The detectors you chose to do the programming is now the “mother” detector. It should be located in the center most location in the home. Typically, this will be the second-floor hallway.

Note 2: Basement metal heating duct may shield the signal. Test the basement detector. It may have to be moved to the opposite side of the duct.

Note 3: If you have a problem and wish to start over, push and hold the center button on every detector until you hear 3 low tones. This will completely reset the detectors.

Note 4: Kidde 10-year wireless are not compatible with Kiddie annual battery change wireless detectors.

How to Keep Recruiting Volunteers During Quarantine: Strategies that Are Working Now

By Kellie Dietrich, Public Relations Specialist

Due to stay-at-home mandates across the country, volunteer fire companies are facing the challenge of recruiting the next wave of volunteers without the ability to bring them in to meet face-to-face or to show them around the fire company, a tour that often hooks a new recruit if done right. Communication Solutions Group, a full-service Pennsylvania-based marketing firm that runs recruitment campaigns for fire departments was in the midst of launching four recruitment campaigns using brand new recruitment websites when the stay-at-home order hit Pennsylvania and New Jersey. Here were the pointers they shared with those chiefs and applied to the campaigns they were running.
The full document is attached to this newsletter.
Condolences to the Tullytown Fire Co. on the death of Assistant Chief and former Chief, Rick Johnson. Chief Johnson was a victim of the Coronavirus.
The Corona risk will pass, eventually. 
The Fire risk will not.
This is your newsletter and it needs your input to be successful. Please send your news to EdPfeiffer44@gmail.com anytime during the month. 
