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The next meeting of the Chiefs’ & FireFirefighters’ Association will be held at the Doylestown Training Center on Monday, December 16th.
7 PM Food

7:45 PM Meeting Start 
 
The January meeting will be held at the Doylestown Training Center on January 20th. 
Highlights from the November Meeting:

Stations 4, 31 & 36 are delinquent in paying their dues.
There has been no response on our appeal of the Federal Grant Fund return request.

Congressman Fitzpatrick has become involved on our behalf. There was a request for our attorney to offer an opinion on individual company liability with regard to repayment of the funds.

A one-company, one- vote will be taken at the December Meeting on adopting the standard for a qualified Bucks County Firefighter.
 -
shall be defined as an individual 18 years of age or older who is a member of a fire company or fire department engaged in emergency services in the County of Bucks, and who holds all of the following certifications: 

1.    Current CPR certification

2.    Current First Aid certification

3.    Certification equivalent to NFPA 472: Standard for Competency of Responders to Hazardous Materials/ Weapon of Mass Destruction Incidents, Operations Level

4.    Certification equivalent to NFPA 1001: Standard for Fire Fighter Professional Qualifications, Firefighter 1

Per the By-Laws:  The Fire Chief must be present to vote or his designated stand-in. A letter must be submitted by the Chief on company stationery confirming the same.
Charlie Vaughn spoke about highway safety. Firefighters should always exit the apparatus facing out and look both way before actually doing so. Shut down the highway to ensure the safety of all emergency personnel.

Fire Training Graduation is set for Dec. 11th.
John Townsend of SEPTA spoke about suicide prevention programs. He also offers free two-hour bus extrication and train extrication programs. He can be reached at Cell: 215-964-4809 or jtownsend@septa.org
Fire School - The resident catalogs were mailed out to the Bucks County Fire Companies. If you did not receive a

catalog, please contact either fire school or you can pick one up at either location.

The RIT/SCBA search maze needs to be replaced. Currently, this training prop was donated by the 3M

Corporation in 1994. The College has set aside funds to replace this prop with an engineered special operations prop. The College is asking the association to support Bucks County EMA to submit a proposal to the SEPA Task Force Group for the additional $60,000.00 needed for this project. The

estimated cost of this prop is estimated at $150,000.00.

Graduation will be on December 11, 2019 at 19:00 at the Newtown Campus in the gymnasium.

For 2020, the hybrid firefighter 1 course will be suspended in order to make changes to format and

content. The changes will be based on the feedback received from the students who completed the pilot

programs. The updated firefighter 1 hybrid course will be offered in 2021.

The fire schools are in need of buses, trucks, and other commercial type vehicles for vehicle rescue technician courses. Anyone having a possible lead on these large commercial vehicles should contact Bob Hershman robert.hershman@bucks.edu Fred Hashagen fred.hashagen@bucks.edu, or Justin Tohanczyn

justin.tohanczyn@bucks.edu
The Bucks County Public Safety Training Center has scheduled retest nights for anyone that is unable to make it to the Training Center during the daytime.   The following nights are set for retests:

-          Tuesday December 17, 2018 @ Lower Bucks Public Safety Training Center – starting at 7pm

 Anyone that is interested in attending one of these retest nights, must contact either Kimberly Walsh @ 215-340-8422 or Kimberly.Walsh@Bucks.edu or Trisha Mancuso @ 215-340-8420 or Trisha.Mancuso@Bucks.edu. 

No one will be admitted without prior approval from either Kim or Trisha. 

Please bring the letter that was issued to you and a picture ID to the testing.

Use an ambulance, don't pay the bill and face criminal charges. That is what's happening in one Westmoreland County community. EMS companies all over the area are facing huge debts. Rescue 14 in Adamsburg in Westmoreland County is no different. But the district attorney has signed off on its new groundbreaking method of bill collecting. So far, it's working and the unit has collected thousands of dollars. Over the years, Rescue 14 Operations Manager Don Thoma tried to get money from patients in civil court, but he said it took too much time and too much money. He came up with the idea to file criminal complaints for theft against them after he heard of another ambulance company doing it. Target 11's Rick Earle asked him if he ever feels bad about filing charges. "It's not like I don't care," Thoma said. "It bothers me that they don't care."  
Station 13, Levittown Fire Company #2. Police in Bucks County are trying to track down the man who was caught on camera stealing fire department equipment out of the fire chief's vehicle. The chief of says among the items taken was a radio worth about $7,000. "It takes a lot of guts to come to a marked car and go through a marked car like that," said Fire Chief Chris Shortt. He says his fire department vehicle was parked in front of his house, not far from the fire station, when a man went through the car and stole personal and fire department items. Fire officials describe the man as wearing a knitted winter hat with a beard and glasses. He was also wearing a red Nike backpack. The man can be seen on surveillance video opening the back of the vehicle and rummaging through the items. Shortt said it happened around 2:00 a.m. Sunday.  
After the West Texas ammonium nitrate explosion that killed 12 firefighters in 2013 the EPA adopted new rules that required companies to provide access to information about the kinds of chemicals that are stored on their sites. That rule was overturned by the EPA in November 2019 and companies are not required to provide the information to first responders. The chemical industry commended the EPA for changing the rule and saving an estimated $88 million dollars.
Charles Angione, PA Fireman Mag – “The fire service learns from the great catastrophes. This is what generally produces the benchmark improvements in codes, standards and even strategies. Wouldn’t it be far better, and far less costly, to learn our vital lessons from the near misses?

Suicide Prevention – 

Suicide is the 10th leading cause of death in the U.S.

For every completed suicide there were 25 attempts.

Nearly 16% of students in grade 9 to 12 have seriously considered suicide.

Men die by suicide 3.5 times more than woman.

White males account for 7 of 10 suicides.

The highest rate is between 45 and 64 years old.

Although suicide can affect anyone, the following populations are known to have an increased risk of suicidal behaviors:

Individuals with mental or substance abuse.

Individual bereaved by suicide.

Individual in justice and child welfare settings.

Individual with medical conditions.

Members of the armed forces and veterans.

First Responders, Police Firefighters and EMS personnel.

Hot Line for Help: 267-893-5400
Station 28, Eddington Fire Co. has 2 KME engines for sale available in mid April 2020. #1- 2010 Predator Rescue body. #2-2013 Predator Severe Service body. Pump certification done September 2019. Further details at HTPPS://EDDINGTONFIRECOMPANY.ORG/KME.
Job Opening - POSITION: INSTRUCTIONAL ASSISTANT

START DATE: Immediately

POSITION

REQUIREMENTS: B.S. or A.A. in Education or related discipline plus three years

working experience.

PERFORMANCE

RESPONSIBILITIES: Provide instructional support in a career and technical setting by reinforcing

academic, occupational, and employability skills.

TERM OF

EMPLOYMENT: Full-time

 M, W, Th, F - 7:30 to 2:30 and T - 7:30 to 3:00

(with a 30-minute lunch)

COMPENSATION

PLAN: $15.25/hour, with benefits

DEADLINE

FOR APPLICATIONS: Until the position is filled

FORWARD

CREDENTIALS TO: Human Resources Department

Middle Bucks Institute of Technology

2740 York Road

Jamison, PA 18929

hr@mbit.org
The Pennsylvania Fire and Emergency Services Institute. Act 106, signed into law by Gov. Tom Wolf on Nov. 27 directs the Office of State Fire Commissioner to develop an online training system.
New Fire Chiefs:

Sta. 24 Karen Graboski

Sta. 93 Chris McDonald

10-year Wireless Interconnected smoke detectors, new technology for older homes. They make great gifts!
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
This is your newsletter and it needs your input to be successful. Please send your news to EdPfeiffer44@gmail.com anytime during the month. 
