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The next meeting of the Chiefs’ & FireFirefighters’ Association will be held at the Lower Bucks Training Center on Monday, February 20th. State Rep. Frank Farry, Chief 21, will be there to give us an update on SR 6 of 2017 which calls for a "reboot" of the SR 60 of 2003 to study the needs of FIRE and EMS within the Commonwealth.

7 PM Food
7:45 PM Meeting Start 

A meeting place is still needed for March & September. If interested in hosting this meeting, please contact President Hugh Hager at hfhager@comcast.net/
Highlights of the January meeting.
Bill Wiegman, Deputy Chief, FD Montgomery Township, gave a very informative Heroes to Zeros talk concerning firefighter arson. Anyone wishing to contact Bill regarding this program can call him at 215-704-6203  or bwiegman@montgomerytwp.org
Kevin Nugent, Sta. 23 and Walter Robinson, Sta. 21 were voted into Life Membership (25 years).
FEMA will no longer recognize a PA Driver’s License as proper ID. Yu will need a Passport to attend the National Fire Academy and PA Fire Weekend. This is true for airline travel too.

A station is still needed to host the March & October Meetings. contact President Hager at hfhager@comcast.net
Dick Stover was presented a plaque for 50 years of service as a fire training instructor. 
A motion passed to purchase a plaque for all the Presidents of the Bucks County Fire Chiefs and Firefighters Assoc. It will be hung in the Doylestown Training Center.
Tom Markey that his family will purchase a duplicate plaque in memory of Chief Paul Markey for the Lower Bucks Training Center.

There was continuing discussion on the proposed policy for vacant and uninhabited buildings.

The passing of Chief Charlie Croft, Southampton Fire Co, was remembered.

A fact sheet regarding residential sprinklers was distributed.
Tinicum Township is considering a tax break for fire and EMS volunteers. Tinicum referenced a new PA Law (Act 172), passed in late 2016, to authorize local municipalities to enact earned income and property tax liability credits for active volunteers of fire or emergency medical service companies.
Once a home fire ends, the painful reality begins. In a new video, specialists from one of North America's top burn care hospitals detail the frequency of home fire injuries and painstaking recovery of burn survivors. The Phoenix Society for Burn Survivors helped us tell this story. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yr3Cf8H4OwE
Bob Villa: home fire sprinklers “the single best way to fire proof your home”.

The Ghost Ship building fire in Oakland California where 36 people died in December 2016 hadn’t been inspected in 30 years. In addition to the clutter and make shift layout of the building, there were no smoke detectors, no fire sprinklers, no proper exits or signage.
“The enforcer is only one component of the enforcement and compliance system. The compliance system works best when all of the stake holders recognize their obligation to notify the city of the change of use of occupancy. It’s about the obligation to pull the required permits in the interest of life safety” NFPA. A fire station was reported to be one block away from the building.
The IAFF (International Association of Firefighters) and partners will soon open the first ever in patient treatment facility catering exclusively fore firefighters suffering from post traumatic stress disorder, substance abuse and other behavioral health issues It will be located on 15 acres in PG County, MD.

Home fire sprinklers reduce civilian fire deaths by 80%, reduce direct property damage per fire by 70%, and reduce firefighter injuries by 65%. NFPA Fire Sprinkler Initiative.

2017 is the 30th anniversary of the adoption of the NFPOA 1500 Standard. J. Gordon Routley, “We went from an attitude of, “This is a dangerous business and we have to accept the risks, to saying, It is a dangerous business but we have to go about it as safely as humanly possible.”

Station 20, Plumsteadville, has received final approval from the Plumstead Board of Supervisors to build a replacement for station 20. No report if the township will provide financial assistance.
The Bucks County Community College announce new partnerships with the three technical high schools in Bucks County and Bloomsburg University of Pennsylvania that makes it easier for tech school students to get on the fast-track to a bachelor’s degree. The Technical Entrepreneurship Degree Program allows students at Bucks County Technical High School, Middle Bucks Institute of Technology, and Upper Bucks Technical School to earn up to 29 college credits from Bucks while in high school. These credits will then be applied toward a 60-credit associate degree from Bucks, which they can earn in just one year. Students are then guaranteed admission to Bloomsburg to finish the final two years of a Bachelor of Applied Science in Technical Leadership. The program is designed to parlay technical skills into management training to better prepare our future business leaders.
Billy G - One of the earliest Firefighter Line of Duty deaths that I learned intimately about was in 1977, and it was the death of Garden City Park (Long Island, NY) Captain Richard Provost. It happened just a few miles away from where I was a Firefighter (Manhasset-Lakeville) at the time. Captain Provost responded to a van on fire-no different than any of us ever have-and he died of traumatic injuries sustained while fighting that fire where illegally transported propane cylinders exploded and struck 37 year old Captain.

 

Because our FD and GCPFD were neighboring, I was able to learn a lot from that loss. It taught me early that nothing at a fire scene is routine or normal-and that you never know what will be inside of a vehicle-or a structure, 

We never know what we will encounter-so expect that. There are places where the Firefighters would have had on a t-shirt and no SCBA handling that same fire and the results would have been much different.

 

Simply put-always wear all your stuff, size it up and think about "how bad could this get" - and then handle it. 

The National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) has issued a safety bulletin on firefighter protective hoods.

It is well-documented that firefighter Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) is exposed to a wide range of toxins, pathogens and other hazardous substances. According to a study by the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and the National Institute of Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH), firefighters have a greater number of cancer diagnoses and cancer related deaths.

Firefighter protective hoods are the most penetrable piece of equipment; they do not stop soot and chemicals from depositing on a firefighter's neck and head - areas that are extremely vulnerable to dermal exposure. 

"NFPA has had the back of firefighters for more than 120 years," said Ed Conlin, Public Fire Protection division manager. "Given the increase in occupational cancer incidents in the fire service, we feel it is best to err on the side of caution as we await additional scientific research on PPE and learn more about the absorption of carcinogens near the forehead, jaw, neck and throat."

The NFPA protective hood bulletin recommends that fire departments establish an overall health and safety program and establish practices for care and maintenance in accordance with NFPA 1851, Standard on Selection, Care, and Maintenance of Protective Ensembles for Structural Fire Fighting and Proximity Fire Fighting. For additional information, visit NFPA's PPE cleaning page.

For the 2017 Spring Training Semester the PECO Fire Academy will be offering weekend, daytime and evening training sessions that will be opened to all of the companies in our service territory combined. The emergency services training program, “Handling Natural Gas and Electrical Emergencies”, consists of classroom and practical training sessions for emergency response to natural gas, carbon monoxide, and electrical systems incidents. There is also a class being offered “Not a Routine Odor Response”. The programs commence promptly at the time noted on the attachment at the PECO Energy Fire Academy, 300 Front St., West Conshohocken, PA. Attached you will see some quick tips that serve as a good refresher on the Do’s and Don’ts at Utility Emergencies, these tips may just keep you alive! Students should come prepared with notepad, pencils, and full turn out gear. S.C.B.A. is not required. Instruct your members to bring a lunch as the staff requests that students not leave the training facility during the thirty-minute lunch break. A maximum of 3 members from your organization can register to attend each of the programs. Unregistered personnel will not be accepted. They need to be a member of your organization and at least 16 years of age. If you have additional members that you would like to send please include them in-case of class openings or student cancelations. We ask if you know that you are not going to make the training session you let us know so we can give someone else the opportunity to attend. brian.focht@exeloncorp.com or you can complete and return the attachment via fax. All returns are honored on a “first come” basis. Email is preferred and you will get a return reply but you may send registrations via fax to 610-832-6466 or by mail Brian Focht 300 Front Street West Conshohocken, PA 19428. Returns received after March 1, 2017 will not be accepted. No additional correspondence concerning the scheduled program will be forthcoming with the exception of class cancelation; class is full or allowing of additional participants. Please check all of your station information and contact numbers so we can update our database. Please contact Brian Focht at 610-832-6462, or by email at Brian.Focht@exeloncorp.com if you have questions on the training programs.
You have a choice on how to register your members, it can be via online registration that is done live time at https://www.peco.com/SafetyandEducation/Pages/FireAcademy.aspx (you will get an immediate confirmation) for the class or you can scan and email the form to PECOFireAcademy@exeloncorp.com . Unregistered students may be turned away if the classes are full.
Station 26, Perkasie Fire Company No. 1 is pleased to announce that both the PA Department of Health and the PA Office of the State Fire Commissioner have re-certified the Department for again reaching the goals for recognition in the PA Volunteer Rescue Services Recognition program. This achievement shows an outstanding level of commitment to the fire and EMS service and to the health and welfare of the citizens.
The Department has been certified at the highest level "Vehicle & Machinery - Advanced" since 2012; and remains the only rescue service recognized in the County of Bucks to meet the equipment and training requirements.
This program was developed through the collaboration of the Bureau of EMS, the Office of the State Fire Commissioner and the Rescue Task Force of the PA Emergency Health Services Council (PEHSC) to formally recognize those services that meet the goals and successfully complete the recognition program.
PECO - SAFETY at all times is the watchword of the utility industry. This is certainly a major reason why it has earned an enviable position in safely delivering its product to its customers and helping the public enjoy the benefits of natural gas and electric appliances. NATURAL GAS Immediately notify PECO Energy once you have determined that the incident involves natural gas. Do not attempt to extinguish flames if gas becomes ignited. Establish a hot zone around the opening. Keep bystanders away. Prohibit smoking, and other sources of ignition. DO NOT TURN ON THE APPLIANCE OR METER VALVE ONCE HAVING SHUT IT OFF. Clear the building of occupants if natural gas is escaping in any quantity. Always test the atmosphere of a manhole, vault or sewer, first with a gas detector and then for oxygen deficiency, carbon monoxide, and hydrogen sulfide, before anyone enters. Do not enter manholes, vaults or sewers if dangerous concentration of gases or vapors are known or suspected to be present. Check the basements of adjoining buildings for any evidence of gas intrusion. If found, ventilate by opening windows and doors. Shut off open flame devices and do not operate electrical switches. With the exception of saving a life… DON’T…make any effort to extinguish flames of escaping burning gas. (Use spray only to protect surrounding exposure). DON’T ring doorbells, operate electrical switches or use the telephone in areas where the presence of unignited combustible gas is suspected. DON’T…allow open flames, smoking, or spark-producing devices in either open or closed areas – if the presence of un-ignited combustible gas is suspected. DON’T…use equipment that is non-intrinsically safe. ELECTRICITY CAUTION ASSUME EVERY FALLEN WIRE IS ENERGIZED AND DANGEROUS. Personnel SHALL maintain a safe distance, a minimum of 20 feet from downed energized conductors. Only in extreme emergencies should the conductor be cut clear while energized. The conductor SHALL be de-energized from a remote location by a qualified PECO Employee. When underground cables are struck with backhoes or similar types of equipment, the operator SHALL remain in the machine until the cables are verified as de-energized. Beware Run-off Water! A dangerously energized puddle of water may be formed by water running off energized electric facilities. Beware Adjacent Equipment! Take care not to damage electric facilities located near the incident. A porcelain insulator supporting energized facilities may arc and even explode, if hit by a water stream directed onto it. Clear everyone, including fire fighters, from any energized object; Assume every fallen wire is energized and dangerous; Use approved procedures and equipment near energized facilities; Tackle surrounding fires; Ignore fires on our electric equipment until our representative arrives Only de-energize electric facilities to protect life Notify PECO Energy Co. Immediately.
Sprinkler Save - On 1/28/2017, the Lingohocken Volunteer Fire Company was dispatched to the Devonshire development near Swamp Road for the report of an active kitchen fire in a single family dwelling. First arriving units found that the fire was extinguished and that the home’s residential fire sprinkler system had activated. 

Firefighters confirmed that the fire was extinguished. The fire did not spread beyond the point of origin. With the fire fully extinguished, the firefighters assisted the homeowner by securing power to the stove, removing water from the kitchen floor and adjoining dining room, and relocating some personal items from the kitchen. 

Upon investigation, it was found that the residents were preparing dinner on the stove. They observed a large pot on the stove boiling over with fire coming from the stovetop. The children evacuated the home and had a neighbor call 911. The homeowner tried to use a fire extinguisher to control the fire. The fire flared up and rolled across the kitchen ceiling. As the fire rolled across the ceiling, the fire sprinkler activated. The homeowner said the fire was immediately knocked down and he continued to use the extinguisher until the fire was fully out. 

Fire damage was confined to the stovetop. Minor fire damage was found on the cabinets and ceiling. The kitchen and adjoining room were wet. All standing water was removed by the fire department. 

Both first responders and the occupants said that the smoke alarms did not sound. A quick check after the fire found that the smoke alarms were operable. The rapid growth of the fire and quick response of the fire sprinkler prevented the fire from generating enough smoke to activate the smoke alarms. 

The home was built in 2005 and was equipped with a residential fire sprinkler system. Nearly 1000 homes built in Buckingham after 1999 are equipped with residential fire sprinklers.
March 25, 2017 will mark the American Lung Association’s 11th Annual Philadelphia Fight For Air Climb. This event is seeing tremendous success because of its uniqueness and its test of one's physical strength, stamina and lung power. Last year over $200,000 was raised to support lung disease research, education, advocacy, as well as the programs and services of the American Lung Association, such as Freedom From Smoking®, the Lung Help Line and Better Breathers Club. As the nation's oldest and leading lung health charity, the American Lung Association’s mission is to save lives by improving lung health and preventing lung disease.
 
Firefighters not only put their lives on the line daily, but have an increased risk of lung disease due to exposure to gases, particulates and other substances, which can cause short-term and long-term lung damage. For this reason, we host an annual First Responders Challenge at the Fight For Air Climb. Some benefits of climbing include: showcasing your fitness, showing support (and showing up) fellow police officers, fire fighters and other first responders, as well as, raising awareness and dollars towards fighting lung disease. 
 
At the 2016 Philadelphia Fight For Air Climb, we were joined by over 100 firefighters from departments in Greater Philadelphia and Southern New Jersey. We want your department to join the many others and show your commitment to healthy lungs and clean air; and of course to increase the friendly competition that brews every year.  Along with climbing 50 floors in the First Responders Challenge against other Fire, Police, EMS and Military you can also use the end of the event as a training activity and climb a second time, in FULL GEAR.
 
Please join the American Lung Association, Philly Fire and the many other individuals and teams that are lining up to take on the stairs and support a very worthy cause.
 Visit action.lung.org/phillyclimb for more info or to register!
Station 9, Parkland firefighter, Josh Kontz’s newborn son, Lincoln, is in Children’s Hospital with chronic kidney disease. Josh also stopped to help an injured person on Interstate 676 on his way home from the hospital. Anyone wishing to help Josh with his medical bills can do so at www.gofundme.com/p-cr6qc.
From a NIOSH report on a firefighter death - 

-Lack of crew integrity, firefighter and scene discipline.
-Problems with span of control.
-Ineffective personnel accountability.
-Lack of assigned rapid intervention crew.
-Lack of regular and standardized training between mutual aid fire departments.
-Lack of common policy and procedures between mutual aid departments.
-Ineffective radio system communications.
Could this report happen in Bucks County?
A good read in the January PA Fireman Mag. by Harry Carter is titled "The Effective Chief is a Caring Coach".
Safety - If you are the driver and you do not have or cannot see the spotters behind you, do not back the vehicle!

Firehouse Mag. for January has an excellent article by Billy G concerning gas leak response stressing the importance of being prepared for the unexpected.

A quote from an article in Firehouse Mag. by Daniel Byrne, "Jane (as in Jane Q. Public" cannot be educated if our firefighters are not educated, and our firefighters cannot educate Jane if there is no effort to get out of the stations and into the community".

Station27, Sellersville, has become the 46th Volunteer Fire Co. in Pennsylvania to have 100% of the firefighters obtain certification. Congratulations!

Proposed Procedure for vacant/unoccupied buildings.

 

This procedure is a guide if a sufficient amount of fire is present to suspect structural damage.

IC to transmit “This is an unoccupied building. Defensive Mode.”

Crews should extinguish the bulk of all exterior fire and as much interior fire as possible from the exterior.

Prior to entry or re-entry, a structural evaluation of the building will be performed.

A Bucks County man will introduce this website on a national level within the next month. It is a free service until June.

Welcome! FiretruckMart is a forum to bring people together to buy, sell and trade information, parts, literature, Fire Engines and related Vehicles and any other items. This Classified service is designed for everyone, including Fire Companies, enthusiast, restorer, collector, or club. To submit to FiretruckMart, simply click the "Place an ad" button on the Web Site.  All ads are free until June 30,2017.
To view the posted advertisements, please click on the area of interest on the left side of the screen. To perform a global search for a particular item, insert the item in the search box at the upper right screen and click search. A list of items that match your search will be displayed.
http://www.firetruckmart.com/
The dates for the Fire Officer III class @ Montgomery Twp. are below. 

 We need 12 students to run the class.  Please e-mail me fcolelli@montgomerytwp.org  and CC rlesniak@montgomerytwp.org if you are interested. The instructor will be Rick Kane, Chief of Manheim Fire Department.

Week 1: May 2, 3

Week 2: May 10
Week 3: May 16, 17

Fire safety -

Two key questions to ask when evaluating the fire safety of a home are -
Can you hear all of your detectors from anywhere in your home, especially from your bedroom when you are asleep?

Do you have enough detectors to sense the earliest presence of smoke everywhere in your home?

Only interconnected detectors, hardwired, wireless or a combination of both can provide the answer. The earliest detection of smoke can provide time to take action (unplugging an appliance, use a fire extinguisher, call the FD, etc.) by preventing the smoke from developing into a fire.
Please send your news anytime during the month to edpfeiffer44@gmail.com.






