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The next meeting of the Chiefs’ & FireFirefighters’ Association will be held at Training Center on February 18th. at at the Lower Bucks Training Center.
Dinner: 7:00
7:45 PM Meeting Start 
The featured speaker will be John Townsend, Fire Safety Officer-SEPTA. He will review Safety on their railroad and the train fire that occurred at the Glenside station.
The March meeting will be held at Station 27, Sellersville on March 19th.  
Highlights of the January meeting:
Rep./Chief Frank Farry and Greg Jackubowski (member of the SR 6 Committee) spoke about SR 6. It has not been adopted. A vote to support the adoption of the SR6 recommendations was postponed until the February meeting. There are some recommendations that are a concern for the training center.
http://pehsc.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/SR-6-REPORT-FINAL.pdf
Frank spoke about the decline in Relief Assoc. funds He spoke to the Auditor General and to a person from the Insurance office. Neither offered an explanation. He noted “finger pointing”.

Dave Hathaway said that this years Firefighters Memorial Service will be the 15th annual.
Rob Kay is interested in anything you may have for the website. rkay@umfc.org
Fire School Report – 21 January 2019

Bob Grunmeier reported that the College submitted for extension of accreditation, through the Pro Board, to update NFPA 1006, Standard for the Technical Rescue Personnel Professional Qualifications to the current 2017 edition: 

1.
Trench Rescue Awareness, Operations, & Technician – submitted to Pro Board awaiting Pro Board approval.

2.
Structural Collapse Rescue Awareness, Operations, & Technician – will be submitted to Pro Board March/April 2019 timeframe.

3.
Rope Rescue Awareness, Operations, & Technicians – received Pro Board approval for extension of accreditation.

4.
Confined Space Rescue Awareness, Operations, & Technicians – received Pro Board approval for extension of accreditation.

The College received extension of accreditation from the Pro Board for NFPA 1072, Standard for Hazardous Materials/Weapons of Mass Destruction Emergency Response Personnel Professional Qualifications at the Awareness, Operations, Technicians, & Incident Commander Levels. The NFPA 472, Standards for Competence of Responders to Hazardous Materials/Weapons of Mass Destruction Incidents will remain in effect for all levels that are not covered by NFPA 1072 (i.e. Hazmat Safety Officer). 

NFPA 1001, Standard of Fire Fighter Professional Qualifications 2019 edition is adopted. There are a few changes in Firefighter 1 and Firefighter 2 that will reviewed within the next four months. Air monitoring for the fire service was added to the 2019 edition of NFPA 1001. This skill is already addressed in the Hazmat operations courses and will not require additional time in the Firefighter 1 course or the Hazmat operations courses. NFPA 1001 2019 edition has added a new chapter, Chapter 6, Emergency Medical Services.

The College reminded the association that Driver Operator Pumper and Driver Operator Mobile Water Supply certification levels are no longer requiring Firefighter 1 certification as a requisite certification level. This is a good opportunity to have more apparatus operators certified to NFPA 1002, Standard for Fire Apparatus Driver/Operator Professional Qualifications. 

NFPA 1041, Standard for Fire Service Instructor Professional Qualifications, will be adding two additional areas to the next edition: Suppression Instructor and Suppression Instructor-in-Charge.  The College will be researching these additional levels as a possible mechanism for accrediting future suppression instructors.

If any department has new officers or training officers that are in need of training regarding requesting courses, scheduling courses, or curriculum and certification, please reach out to the training centers for assistance.  The training centers will provide your personnel with information to make their role a little easier. The Bucks County Public Safety Training Center has scheduled retest nights for anyone that is unable to make it to the Training Center during the daytime.   The following nights are set for retests:

-          Tuesday February 19, 2019 @ Lower Bucks Public Safety Training Center – starting at 7pm

-          Wednesday March 20, 2019 @ Bucks County Public Safety Training Center – starting at 7pm
NFPA Data shows that from 1977 to 2017 the number of home U.S. fire deaths declined from 5,865 to 2,630, a drop of 55 percent. The number of home fires dropped 51% during this time.
New Fire Chiefs –

Chief 8 - Gary Laird                                         

Chief 9 - Tom Stressman                 

Chief 10 - Brian Cirard                     Chief 12 - John Doster                                                  

Chief 14 - Howard McGoldrick                                      Chief 46 - Jim Becker                       
PITTSBURGH —

Action News Investigates has learned Pennsylvania does not require any training for volunteer firefighters.

But just over the state line, West Virginia requires 120 hours of training before a firefighter can set foot on a fire truck. Firefighters say that makes them better prepared to protect the public and themselves.

Advertisement

VIDEO: Watch Paul Van Osdol's investigation

WTAE's cameras were there as firefighters prepared for an attack, going inside a burning trailer and quickly putting out a fire that was set by trainers at the West Virginia University Fire Academy. It's a part of the mandatory training required of all firefighters, paid and volunteer, in the Mountain State.
Final * 2018 Pennsylvania Fire Fatality Numbers:

Total: 152 (ranks # 3 all time for Pa.)

Children (ages 1-17): 10

Adults (ages 18-54): 41

Older Adults (55 and above): 78

Unknown age: 24

Causes:

Accidental - 32

Undetermined - 4

Arson - 9

Under Investigation - 107

Smoke Alarm Information:

Present - 5

Not Present / Not Working - 14

Unknown - 133

*unless more information becomes available

A reminder – As a result of the explosion on July 1, 2014 in Philadelphia involving the deaths of two workers in the food-truck and the serious wounding of several others, the company who filled the propane cylinders, U-Haul, pled guilt to two counts of using at least two un-trained workers to fill the propane cylinders on the truck. They violated “Federal hazardous materials training regulations”. U-Haul received a one million dollar fine after previously agreeing to pay $160 million in a civil case for the deaths and injuries. The Cylinders were out of hydrostatic test date.
2275 deaths occurred in the USA in 2018.

Bucks County 9-1-1 Center Dispatch Stats:   

          
2016
  2017
   2018
EMS 53,133
55,107  57,874
Fire   19,427
19,337  21,106
Pol  601,532 534817 534,253

2018 Total 911 Incidents: 613,233
Station 19, Doylestown has the follow apparatus for sale:

2000 Pierce Quantum, 6 man cab, 2000 Hale, 1000 tank,, 2-30 gallon foam tanks, can carry 1500’ of 5”, etc. Asking $120K.

1992 Pierce Lance, 7 man cab, 2000 Waterous, 1000 tank,30 gallon foam tank, can carry 2000’ of 5”.

If interested sales@doylestownfireco.org
The New Jersey Chapter of the International Association of Arson Investigators will hold their annual conference March, 6. 7 & 8, 2019 Cesars in Atlantic City, NJ. Conference fee $525. For members, $650. For non-membersAGMinformationnjiaai@gmail.com
Station 45/55 Study - Municipal fire protection consultant Harry Carter, who conducted the study at a cost of $30,000, is recommending many changes to the way the township protects its citizens against fire, not the least of which is combining the nine-member paid emergency services staff, headed by Chief Glenn Forsyth, with the all-volunteer Newtown Fire Association (NFA), headed by Chief Matt Gerhard.

“A combination fire department is one department that operates under the same constitution and bylaws,” said Carter at the township’s Jan. 23 Board of Supervisors meeting. “Right now, you have a career staff and you have a volunteer staff but they operate like parallel units going down the road.

“What I’m suggesting is that they come together and the rank structure be changed so that you have deputies and battalion chiefs and lieutenants in each station.”

Currently, the paid staff protects the township and neighboring Newtown Borough from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through Friday and the volunteers guard both from 6 p.m. to 6 a.m. weekdays and on weekends. NFA also provides coverage during the 12 holidays on which the township is closed.

While there are 45 among the ranks, Carter says he doesn’t think enough volunteers show up on weekends so he is recommending more paid staff work so that they can work seven days a week but that’s not all.

He’d also like to see a new fire station built on Sycamore Street that would be more centrally located to fires that erupt in Newtown. 

Currently, the two villages are served by Station 55 on Municipal Drive in the township and Station 45 on Liberty Street in the borough.

While the fire safety consultant found that response times fell within acceptable parameters – between nine minutes, five seconds and 10 minutes, 30 seconds – Carter says there’s room for improvement because those times did not include discovery, reporting and dispatch.
In addition to the purchase of a 75-foot ladder truck and a quick response vehicle, he wants the township to immediately move toward replacing an aging pumper that it still uses on a daily basis.
For the full report - https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?tab=wm#inbox?projector=1
Station 19, Quakertown, 2018 has ordered a Seagrave Marauder II 6-man cab, Cummins L9, 450HP, black over red, 750 tank and 1750gpm Hale. 
Station 62, Ivyland, will hold a breakfast on Sunday March 10, 2019 from 8:00 am till Noon. The cost is $7.00 for adults, $6.00 for EMS with ID, $5.00 for Children (5-12) and Children under 5 years Free.
Station 59, Silverdale, has placed a 2018 Ford F-350 4x4, brush truck in service. It replaces a 1969 Ford F-250 4×4.
SR6 RECOMMENDATION 23.

ADOPT RESIDENTIAL SPRINKLER REQUIREMENTS IN

ACCORDANCE WITH INTERNATIONAL CODES

Issue – New construction and occupancy has been proven to reach dangerous flashover

conditions much more quickly than older construction, more quickly than the time fully staffed

fire stations can respond. Pennsylvanians have a higher risk of dying in a fire than average Americans. https://www.usfa.fema.gov/data/statistics/fire_death_rates.html Every new property

built adds fire risk to a community, and becomes a burden on local governments to protect with diminishing resources, unless the structure has built-in protection. Even where municipalities/property owners desire to install sprinkler protection, obstacles presented by water

purveyors make it unnecessarily difficult and expensive to install and maintain this protection.
This recommendation would allow local municipalities to adopt a sprinkler requirement.

Station 0, Yardley-Makefield, has ordered a 2019 Ford F550/Pierce utility unit, 4-door, 4x4, 6.7L diesel, 300HP, automatic.

Station 31, Fairless Hills, has ordered a 2019 Pierce Arrow XT with a 107 ft Ascendant RM aerial, seating for 6, Detroit DD13, 525HP, 2000/450, Hale pump, 6KW Harrison hydraulic generator.
PENNSYLVANIA STATE WEEKEND AT THE NATIONAL FIRE ACADEMY

38th Annual PA State Weekend - July 20-21, 2019

This Annual Weekend Program, offered exclusively for the emergency services personnel of Pennsylvania, is a joint venture of the National Fire Academy (NFA) Field Programs Division, the Pennsylvania State Fire Academy (PSFA), and the Pennsylvania Fire & Emergency Service Institute (PFESI) as a co-sponsor. This 2 day program consists of 9 different NFA courses.
FRA Report – This is my follow-up e-mail to the one included in last month’s newsletter.

Relief E-Mail follow-up from last month.

Dear Jennifer,

I received your reply to my e-mail of late December. You speak about "certification" amounts of which I have no idea of what that means. You also mention the decline in funds over the past 2 years. I have attached a summary sheet that shows the annual VFRA funds since 1985. Plotting the total amounts shows a constant rise and a peak in 2011. After 2011, it shows a decline which has accelerated in 2017 & 2018.

My question is, " what happened to begin the decrease in 2011"? Or another way of stating the obvious, "what stopped the funds from continuing to increase after 2011"? The graph is also pointing downward with no leveling off in the forecast. With all the construction going on across the state, more buildings should result in more fire insurance policies and more fire insurance means more VFRA funds. It isn’t working that way.

The two questions I originally asked went unanswered and similar questions to your office by two Bucks County State Representatives haven't be answered directly either. Keeping secrets doesn't develop trust. 

My Municipality, Warminster Township, has lost approximately $200,000 in VFRA funds during the past five years and has gained approximately $230,000 in Pension Funds. This didn't happen accidentally. Someone or some legislation caused a change. I want to know what caused this change so I and my fellow Bucks County firefighters can understand their future funding and survivability.

Best Regards,

Ed Pfeiffer

President

Hartsville Vol. Fire Co.
No reply.

Former Newtown Fire Marshal, Don Harris, is the new FM in Morrisville as an employee of Keystone Municipal Services.
Bucks County Traffic Incident Management Task Force Presents

Commanding Complex & Large-Scale Extrications

FROM CHAOS TO COORDINATION

The importance of collaboration and cooperation for positive incident outcomes

Date: March 16, 2019: 0800-1200 : Location - Bucks County Training Center.
Target Audience: Fire, EMS, Police, OEM & Towers

Dealing with Motor Vehicle Extrications and complex highways incidents requires effective coordination of multiple agencies and personnel on a common mission.
The following

presentations will address these issues and provide realistic solutions to this on-scene obstacles

Presentations:

● Understanding the challenges on large scale and complex incidents - Tony Correia

● Working with heavy and special equipment - Dave Harris / BucksCo Tech Rescue Team

● Large vehicle extrication with amputation - Case study - Dr. David Jaslow

● Leading and managing large scale and complex incidents successfully through crew

resource management - Chief Dennis Rubin
Register by March 11th, 2019 – CEUs for this seminar are currently under review.

Please RSVP to Justin Neff, DVRPC, jneff@dvrpc.org
or (215) 238 - 2834.
Working Smoke Alarms Lower the Risk of Dying in a Home Fire

Almost three out of five home fire deaths resulted from fires in properties with no smoke alarms or no working smoke alarms. Learn more in NFPA's new report.

FF1 On Line - The blended (online & face-to-face) Basic Fire Academy will begin on March 4, 2019 starting with a face-to-face orientation at the Newtown Fire Association (Sta. 45) at 19:00.  This program will begin on March 5 and conclude with skills testing on August 25. Students will be required to complete 3 – 5 modules approximately every two weeks online.  

Each section will have a scheduled “hands-on” face-to-face training day at the Lower Bucks Public Safety Training Center from 08:30 – 17:00. Hands-on training days will be on Sunday; there will be approximately 14 hands-on face-to-face training days during this program. One-hundred percent (100%) attendance is required; however, make-up sessions are available for missed modules due to an unforeseen emergency. Anyone interested in pre-registering for this course should contact Rob Freese at earl.freese@bucks.edu.
Here are the two questions to ask when evaluating the fire safety of any home.
Do you have enough smoke detectors to sense the early presence of smoke everywhere in your home?

Can you hear all of your detectors, including the garage and basement detectors, from wherever you are, especially from your bedroom when you are asleep?

If you can’t honestly answer these questions you need interconnected smoke detectors, wireless, hardwired or a combination of both in the bedrooms, outside the bedroom area, each floor, garage and every room in the basement with a door.

When any detector senses smoke, they all make noise. Anything less is a gamble.

This is your newsletter and it needs your input to be successful. Please send your news to EdPfeiffer44@gmail.com anytime during the month. 
