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The next meeting of the Chiefs’ & FireFirefighters’ Association will be held at Training Center on January 20th. at the Doylestown Training Center.
Dinner: 7:00
Meeting: 7:45 PM 
The February meeting will be held at the Lower End Fire Training facility. 
Highlights of the December Meeting:

2019 dues are due from stations, 4, 31 & 36.
A vote passed to provide Bonding for all Association Officers.

A one company one-vote was taken on the proposed County Firefighter Standard. It failed by one vote (7 for, 8 against). Only 15 companies out of 62 participated in the vote. There was helpful discussion following the vote that proposed adding the word “interior”, as in interior firefighter. Many who voted against wanted to protect their older members who continue to drive and play a support role in fireground operations. The Standards Committee will review the standard in light of the discussion.

Ed Pfeiffer reported that the State Wide Advisory Board voted to send the proposed letter to Governor Wolf requesting that the diverted Relief Funds be returned to our Relief Associations. The Relief findings were reported in the PA Fireman Mag which in addition to being sent to every fire company in the state, it is sent to ever State Rep and Senator’s office. It is hoped that all fire companies will contact the Reps and Senators and ask for our funds. There is also no documentation to support a rumor that the Insurance Companies code their tax returns to differentiate Relief vs Pension. 
Fire School Report - Fred Hashagen reported that the Doylestown firefighter 1 class has 18 enrolled.  The Doylestown course starts on January 5, 2020.  The Lower Bucks firefighter 1 course has 17 enrolled and will begin on January 12, 2020. The Warwick firefighter 2 course starts January 28, 2020.  There are currently eight people enrolled.
Communications – Chuck Fox is the new representative of the Association on the Communications Advisory Board.

Scott Forster reported that a report is being created by the Future of the Fire Service Committee.

A joint effort of the Pennridge Fire will be held on February 22 at Station 27, Sellersville. For more information contact Lt. 26 Justin Lubrack at 
Fire School Report

Fred Hashagen reported that the Doylestown firefighter 1 class has 18 enrolled.  The Doylestown course starts on January 5, 2020.  The Lower Bucks firefighter 1 course has 17 enrolled and will begin on January 12, 2020. The Warwick firefighter 2 course starts January 28, 2020.  There are currently eight people enrolled.
John Townsend reported that the Philadelphia area including Septa and Amtrak, have the highest suicide rate by rail in the country.

Companies have volunteered to host all of the association meetings for 2020. Sta. 46 has offered to host two of the meetings. If you would like to host the August meeting in place of Sta. 46 contact President Hufnell at FHufnell@Gmail.Com
Elections:

Pres. Fran Hufnell, Sta. 51

1 VP. Larry Neuman, Sta. 0

2. VP. Nick Marino

Sec. Harry Grim, Sta. 63
Fin. Sec. Jerry Barton, Sta. 9

Tres. Sam Eckhardt, Sta 9

Trustee Tom Markey, Sta. 46

Sellersville property tax bills will increase 12.5 percent for the 2020 budget given final approval at Sellersville Borough Council's Dec. 9 meeting. "What's proposed is to add an additional three mill real estate tax for fire protection purposes," Borough Manager David Rivet said prior to the vote. "This is monies that would go directly for fire protection in the borough of Sellersville." All other tax rates and sewer and trash collection rates remain the same, he said. With the three-mill addition to the existing 24 mills for the general fund, the new total tax rate is 27 mills. For a home assessed at $21,705, which budget information says is the average Sellersville assessment, the borough property tax bill will be $586.04. Each mill equals $1 of tax per $1,000 of assessed property value.  
New Fire Chiefs

Sta. 1, David Walter 
Sta. 24, Karen Graboski

Sta. 26, Timothy W. Metzler

Sta. 30, Andy Hilbert
Sta. 36, Brian Chapman
Sta. 40, Mike Gawronski
Sta. 50, AJ DeAngelis
Sta. 56, Robert  Heitz Sr.  Sta. 59, James Chavous
Sta. 93, Chris McDonald
Five important statements about residential sprinklers in 2019:

Funeral Held for Four Children Killed in Home Daycare Fire; Tragedy Draws Call for Sprinklers

Worcester fire chief says people need to see live burns; see the value in home fire sprinklers

“No more talk, no more stalling” on Fire Sprinklers in New Homes, Says Former Home Builder Association President

Retired FEMA EFO: “We need to change the way people think and feel about fire death”

One of the arguments being used by Worcester County Commissioners in Maryland to try and opt out of the statewide requirement for home fire sprinklers in new homes is that sprinklers thwart building, a notion that has been proven erroneous in other areas.
The CPSC has recalled approximately 3700 MR. STEAK four and five burner gas patio grills. The gas regulator hose with attached fuel gauge can melt if it comes in contact with the bottom of the grill’s firebox, posing a fire hazard.

Made in China.

Police are searching for an arson suspect in Bucks County. Morrisville police released a picture of a woman they're looking for after a motor home caught fire on West Bridge Street Monday morning. Police say the woman walked into the house and left just before it caught fire. The woman was wearing a sweatshirt that said "act crazy." If you recognize the woman, call Morrisville police.  
The Bucks County Fire/EMS Emergency Communications Advisory Committee will be holding a joint meeting of the District 1 & 2 Chief Officers on Wednesday January 15, 2020 at 19:00 hrs. at Station 23 - Dublin Vol. Fire Company, 194 N. Main Street, Dublin, PA.

Your respective District representative along with County Communications staff will be on-hand to present a draft document regarding maintenance of a consistent response defined by severity of the incident, and also recognizing a definition of the commonly used term - "momentarily".

Please plan to have a representative attend this presentation and open discussion. If there is a new Chief in your Department, please forward this email and advise me of the email address so they may be kept informed.

Audrey Kenny

Director of Emergency Communications

911 Communications

J. David Worthington

District 1 Chiefs Representative

Samuel Cramer Jr.

District 2 Chiefs Representative
National Statistics – 4,150 firefighter injuries occurred while responding to or returning from incidents in 2018. Another 8,175 injuries occurred during training activities.

The major types if injuries that occurred during fireground operations were strains and sprains, which accounted for 38% of the injuries.

There were an estimated 14,425 collisions involved fire department emergency vehicles responding to or returning from incidents, a similar figure to 2017. To put this number in prospective, fire departments responded to more than 36.7 million incidents in 2018, meaning that the number of collisions represents.04% of the total responses. However, these collisions resulted in 575 injuries, or 1%, of all firefighter injurie.

Philadelphia Fire Dept. – Seagrave is building four 75’ Aerialscopes.
Station 28, Eddington Fire Co is sponsoring a Basic Fire Police class on February 8 and 9, 0800-1600, at our station.

This is an open class for anyone who wishes to attend. Please call John Scott at 215-990-1901 to reserve a spot. Books will be available at the class from the instructor.
FDNY Stats - The number of people who died in fires fell by 25% last year, even as emergency crews responded to a record number of medical emergencies, the FDNY said Wednesday. Sixty-six people died in fires across the five boroughs in 2019, 22 fewer than the 88 victims in 2018, officials said. Yet the number of medical emergencies jumped by more than 2,300, bringing last year's total to 1,531,870 — the second highest in the FDNY's history, officials said. More than a third of the medical calls were for life-threatening emergencies such as heart attacks, people who fell unconscious or choking victims,
A California Transit Authority has placed an order for new transit rail cars. They will be the first hydrogen powered cars in the U.S. Each train set will consist of two cars powered by a “power car” in between, which will also store the hydrogen.
Safety – A firefighter can increase a victim’s risk of injury or death by the way the person is removed from the fire. Photographs of fire scenes sometimes show firefighters erroneously taking a person from a safe location (at the window or fire escape on the floor below the fire) onto a shaky aerial ladder that’s 50’ from the ground.
When people need to be rescued from a burning building, the method of removing people, in priority of safety, is: use the smoke- proof tower; if not available, use an enclosed stairway or fire escape; use an aerial platform before using an aerial ladder, and, last, use a rope rescue. Vincent Dunn

Job Book – As we begin the new year, I encourage you to start your own, “job book” where you detail the usual and unusual circumstances that you run into each day. Pete Matthews, FHM
National Firefighter Registry (NFR) – The NFR will be used to track and analyze cancer trends and risk factors among the U.S. Fire service to help the public safety community, researchers, scientists and medical professionals find better ways to protect those who protect our communities and environment.

www.cdc.gov/niosh/firefighters/registry.html
Clean Cab – The best clean cab (carcinogen free) solution for each department will depend on many factors. A 100% clean cab is only possible if firefighters never reenter the cab in protective gear after exposure. If your operational situation requires firefighters to reenter the cab wearing contaminated gear, they will be exposed while in that cab until it is cleaned again.

Firefighter death at a house fire near Kansas City - "Right up until the moment I was notified that I had a firefighter inside that we couldn't get a hold of, it was nothing out of the ordinary on this fire to me," Chief Sperry said. "We were stacking up water and units and thought we were right where we wanted to be."

When FF McCormick couldn't be located, Sperry pulled resources and began searching for him. Several attempts to find him were unsuccessful.

KCFD's rescue squad arrived and went in through the basement, fighting the fire to get to McCormick, whose body was under a large amount of debris.

"Those guys were exhausted, and one of them told me, 'That was one of the hardest things I ever had to do physically to get to him,'" Sperry said.

Investigators believe heat from the fire raging in the basement may have caused the floor where McCormick was standing to collapse.

"I hope we learn from this," Sperry said. "I've read a lot of NOSHA reports or death reports on firefighters over the years about things going wrong. I just never thought I was going to be writing one about what went wrong on my fire."
Smoke detection for the deaf - A bed shaker alarm was recently installed in a home in Bucks.  It works well with the alarms in close proximity to their bedroom.  Some tests to help determine from how far away the bed shaker can detect from an activated smoke alarm. For more info. https://www.wtae.com/article/smoke-alarm-for-deaf-and-hearing-impaired-saves-life/29761297
New smoke alarms – Current ionization and photoelectric type smoke sensors will not pass the new UL 217 requirements. The National Institute of Technology (NIST) tested 45 smoke alarm models from 7 different manufacturers and concluded, “analysis of the results show that no current smoke alarm model would meet the performance level required in ANSI/UL 217. These new requirements are estimated to be twice the cost of present detectors. All currently manufactured detectors will cease sometime in the next year or two.

The new State Police Fire Marshal at the Dublin barracks is Scott A. LaBar. His desk # is 610-861-2026
Office 610-807-3393

APPARATUS ARCHITECH/PURCHASING SEMINAR
Instructor: Michael Wilbur, Emergency Vehicle Response

Lower Merion Fire Department, Township Board Room

75 E. Lancaster Avenue, Ardmore, PA 19003

Saturday, February 29th 

8am – 4:00 pm (Breakfast & Lunch included)

WHY SHOULD YOU ATTEND?

•
Purchasing Fire Apparatus represents the single largest capital expenditure, other than building a new fire station that a fire department will make. 

•
Fire Apparatus have become very complexed to specify and to build due to rapid technological advances. These technological advances have left most fire departments ill equipped to make knowledgeable, informed decisions, when specifying new apparatus.
RSVP / PAYMENT

RSVP by February17th to: LMFDEVENTS@lowermerion.org

$50 per person or 5 for $200.00

Make Checks Payable to Township of Lower Merion 

Send To:  Lower Merion Fire Department

ATTN: Apparatus Seminar

75 E Lancaster Avenue

Ardmore, PA  19003
Bucks County 9-1-1 Center Dispatch Stats:   

          
2017
   2018
    2019
EMS 55,107  57,874   58,530 
Fire   19,337  21,106   20,467

Pol  534817 534,253 579,757
2018 Total 911 Incidents: 613,233
2019 Total 911 Incidents:
658,754
In the first two weeks of 2020, seven roadway responders have been struck and killed in the Line of Duty by vehicles while assisting the public...according to Responder Safety.
The Yardley Makefield Fire Company recently purchased a Custom Pierce Velocity 107’ Ascendant Aerial for Station 0 in Yardley Borough. It has a single axle, 2000 GPM pump, 500-gallon water tank with a 50-gallon foam cell. It is expected to be delivered in December 2020. 
It replaces a 2008 Pierce Dash 75’ Heavy Duty Aluminum ladder truck, that has a 2000 GPM Waterous Pump with CAFS, 400-gallon tank, 30-gallon foam cell, Cummins diesel, Allison transmission, and single axle. It comes with 1000’ of 4” LDH, 4 crosslays, a front bumper 1.75” line, and loaded with tools. Asking price is $475,000.

Interested parties should contact Lt 801, Adam Keister, at 267 278 7579.
“Thoughts on FIRE” is a book by Dr. Frank McCluskey on “Life Lessons of a Volunteer Firefighter”. Dr, McCluskey is a college Professor of Philosophy who joined his local Volunteer fire department. He shares his experiences and his fullness of life as a Volunteer Firefighter/EMT. A great read!

Being cheap about smoke detectors can be very expensive.

An interconnected smoke detector should be provided in every room with a door, except bathrooms and closets, for the earliest waring of smoke and the time to find and eliminate the source.

This is your newsletter and it needs your input to be successful. Please send your news to EdPfeiffer44@gmail.com anytime during the month. 
