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The next meeting of the Chiefs’ & FireFirefighters’ Association will be held at Station 5, Midway, Carnival Grounds on Monday, June 19th. 
7:00 PM Food
7:45 PM Meeting Start 
There will be an apparatus display. Everyone with a new apparatus is encouraged to bring it for display.

The July meeting will be at Station 49, Ottsville, on July 17th.
Highlights of the May meeting:
A letter will be sent to the Community College reminding them not to schedule graduations on the third Mondays of any month.

VFIS policy holders were reminded regarding their coverage for “child abuse”, a civil charge for any organization who has no knowledge of abuse activity is covered. If the charge is criminal and there is prior knowledge, there is no coverage.

Communications:

Death announcements will remain the same.

NFPA - Sudden cardiac events are the leading cause of death among firefighters in the U.S. A new study confirms the physically taxing nature of the job, but it’s also exposure to extreme heat. After a short time in fire simulation training, firefighter’s blood becomes more concentrated with platelets and more susceptible to clotting, increasing the likelihood of a heart attack.
A six-year-old girl who died in a new single-family home fire (caused by a faulty appliance) in Connecticut has sparked a new call to leave the sprinkler requirement in the code the next time the adoption takes place. This tragedy painfully rebukes the notion put forward by the builders that new homes don’t burn.
Since the sprinkler requirement was adopted as part of the International Residential Code, 5.5 million new homes have been built without sprinklers.
Station 2, Southampton, has purchased their original 1921 Model T Ford/ Hale 250 GPM rotary gear engine. The “T” will take part in the July 4th Parade in Southampton.  Hale records show this truck to be the oldest operating Hale pump apparatus. 
Warminster Ambulance Stations 122 (Warminster) and 121 (Warwick) are now operated by Central Bucks Ambulance. 121 is now 176 and 122 is now 174.
Cancer prevention, Boston FD – 190 Boston firefighters have died from cancer since 1990. A new firefighter is diagnosed every 3 weeks. Boston’s new Fire Commissioner and 32-year member, Joe Finn, has adopted a full-court press to address the problem. With the support of the city funding and the union, the following basics have been established to “take no smoke”:
Every firefighter is issued 2 sets of turnouts.

Start every shift with clean gear.

Always wear B/A

Wearing hoods is mandatory.

Each fire station was industrially cleaned.

23 new engines were purchased with foam capability.

Air quality is monitored at fire scenes and particulate counts are announced over the radio.

NFPA Journal Page 30.

Pre-Action sprinkler systems require a heat or smoke detector to activate in order for water to enter the piping. Once that happens, the system operates as a traditional sprinkler system. They are more expensive to install, but prevent accidental water discharge in historic buildings, libraries, etc.
Tyco Fire Products has a full range of “Wireless” fire detection systems that use up to 2,048 devices.

“Americas biggest fire problem is at home.” - Between 2010-2014, U.S. fire departments responded to an estimated average of 358,300 home structure fires each year. These fires caused an annual average of: 

more than 2,500 civilian fire deaths

nearly 13,000 civilian fire injuries

$6.7 billion in direct damage.

Ninety-three percent of all structure fire deaths resulted from home fires. On average, seven people died in U.S. home fires per day.
A new study is shedding light on a lack of response to smoke alarms by children. Underscored during a recent segment on "Good Morning America," the study by U.K. researchers confirms that children have difficulty waking up to the sound of a smoke alarm. In fact, more than 80 percent of the children (ages 2 to 13) studied slept through the sound.
PITTSBURGH, Pa   The Midtown Towers fire, which started in Mary Robinson’s apartment, claimed her life and quickly spread to several floors of the Downtown building.

But Pittsburgh Fire Bureau Chief Darryl Jones says a sprinkler system could have prevented all of it. “If you can stop a fire in its early stages with sprinkler, less damage, save the lives of the occupants of the building, less risk to my firefighters”, said Chief Jones.

The Fire Bureau is now considering requiring all residential and office buildings to have full sprinkler systems. It’s something that could cost a building owner hundreds of thousands of dollars. Somewhat surprisingly though, the Building Owners and Managers Association, or BOMA, says it’s open to the idea.

It is cost prohibitive, but the cost of life far outweighs the dollar sign, said Mike Embrescia, of BOMA.

Under existing state and local fire codes, new building and building undergoing extensive renovations must be equipped with full sprinkler systems. But older buildings are grandfathered, meaning sprinklers are not required in any building constructed before 1990.

Embrescia says the building owners would need to convince their tenants that sprinklers are a necessity. “The tenant is most likely going to be paying for that. I don t see that as a problem, but they have to be willing to accept that”, he said.

A sprinkler requirement is still in the exploratory stage, but in the meantime the fire bureau is taking an inventory of all tall buildings to see which contain sprinkler systems and which don t. By feeding this information into a mobile terminal, responding firefighters will know what awaits them.

It’s not clear at this point if Pittsburgh could change its own fire codes to require sprinklers, or if action would be needed on a state level. They are the only Class II city in PA and could have the code amended to allow Class II cities the option to choose a sprinkler requirement.
Warwick Twp. - A single sprinkler head extinguished a fire in a small utility room after combustible materials too close to the heater caught fire. The homeowner shut off the water after the alarm bell sounded in response to the flow switch activation. Damage was so small to the first-floor unit in an 8-unit condominium building, that the owner cleaned up and had the heater and sprinkler head replaced without notifying the fire department.
Each year an average of 8,900 home fires are caused by grilling, and close to half of all injuries involving grills are due to thermal burns. While nearly half of the people who grill do it year-round, July is the peak month for grill fires followed by May, June and August. 

Propane and charcoal BBQ grills should only be

used outdoors.

The grill should be placed well away from the

home, deck railings and out from under eaves and

overhanging branches.

Keep children and pets at least three feet away

from the grill area.

Keep your grill clean by removing grease or fat

buildup from the grills and in trays below the grill.

Never leave your grill unattended.

Always make sure your gas grill lid is open before

lighting it
Honeywell International Recalls about 900 SWIFT® Wireless Gateway Sold with Fire Alarm Systems Due to Failure to Communicate in a Fire.
Hazard: The smoke detectors connected to the gateway can fail to activate properly when significant environmental contaminants are present, posing a risk that consumers will not be alerted to a fire.

The gateways are the bridge between the fire alarm control panel and the detectors. These systems are used primarily for indoor or covered areas in commercial buildings.
AM Conservation Group has recalled about 37,000 Luminescent night lights due to a Fire Hazard

Hazard: The night lights can overheat, posing a fire hazard.

This recall involves luminescent night lights Model 2017-G, a square-shaped night light with a rounded top.  The night light glows green when plugged into an electrical outlet. The back of the night light has a metallic sticker with the “UL” logo on it. If the UL label has a number on it beginning with the letter H or I followed by seven numbers, it is included in this recall. The night lights were given free to consumers, individually and in energy conservation kits.

Station 49, Ottsville, has taken delivery of a 107’ Pierce Enforcer, PUC, Ascendant Ladder.
Station 40, Springtown, has ordered a Pierce Enforcer PUC Engine. 10” raised roof, 1500 GPM, 750 tank roll-up doors.
Emmaus Borough adopted an ordinance in 1999 establishing the fire department and its leadership, reserving power to appoint officers, enact rules and set salaries.

Many municipalities provide volunteer firefighters with stipends. It's a recruitment and retention strategy used to ensure residents are provided with fire services — a legal obligation.

But both the Pennsylvania Labor Relations Board and the Commonwealth Court found Emmaus went too far.

Because the borough pays the firefighters hourly wages and controls their work schedule, hiring and discipline, the Commonwealth Court majority ruled the firefighters are borough employees and eligible to unionize under Act 111, the state law that governs collective bargaining by police and firefighters.

The borough argued that other state laws require — not merely permit — council to ensure fire services are provided within the borough "by the means and to the extent determined by the borough," including financial and administrative assistance for these services.

Three judges agreed, and their dissenting opinion expressed bewilderment that the majority ignored a "vast statutory framework" while analyzing the facts of the case.

"Facts that might suggest an employment relationship in other employment situations may not necessarily (and here do not) signify the intent to create such relationship between the volunteer firefighters and the municipalities they serve, but could be the result of the municipality providing the assistance and aid permitted by these various laws," Judge Renee Cohn Jubelirer wrote.

"There has to be a determination whether the municipality's actions intended to create an employment relationship or were simply intended to provide aid and assistance as approved by the statutory framework," she added.

Judge Patricia McCullough, author of the majority opinion, noted that the dissent "does not discuss any statute or statutory scheme that requires a municipality to exert this type of control over a volunteer fire company."

"There has to be a point where volunteer firefighters become employees of a municipality for the purposes of Act 111," she wrote. " ... We view Act 111 and the statutes that the Borough and the Dissent cite as capable of concurrent operation."

The Supreme Court will have to decide whether the question of intent raised by Emmaus and the dissenting opinion meets any of the standards for an appeal.

The Pennsylvania Association of Boroughs argued in a supporting brief to the Commonwealth Court that allowing the firefighters to unionize would imperil municipalities across the state. On Tuesday, attorney Stanley Laskowski said Cohn Jubelirer makes a persuasive argument in the dissenting opinion that the state Supreme Court should hear out.

"The borough was attempting to comply with statutory mandates, and now because of its compliance, it's determined to be an employer," he said.

Emmaus could definitely argue that the criteria used to establish an employment relationship between a municipality and volunteer firefighters is unsettled law, Bashman said. That it involves such vital issues of local governance and state labor management law also helps.

"The fact that it's a complicated case makes it a more likely candidate for Supreme Court review than if it was straightforward, easy case," he said.

The Pennsylvania Labor Relations Board declined to comment, and an attorney for the Pennsylvania Professional Firefighters Association was not available to comment.

As of June 2016, the dispute had cost Emmaus more than $160,000, mostly in legal fees related to the court case.
Station 93, Hartsville, will be holding their annual Firefighter Camp on Wednesday nights July 5, 12, 19 & 26th. It is open to anyone 14 years of age or older. Free camp and a free T-shirt to all participants. To register go to hartsvillefc.org.
Station 5, Midway will hold their Carnival on July 19-22 and July 26-29. The Wednesday nights are rides ONLY.
Recently, hot work has been a topic of concern among the fire and inspectional communities. Hot work was blamed for, or suspected as the cause of, a series of large fires involving residential housing complexes under construction around the country, resulting in tens of millions of dollars in losses.

Hot work is any work process that involves welding, soldering, brazing, cutting, grinding, drilling, burning, or melting of substances capable of creating a spark or flame of sufficient temperature to ignite flammable vapors and/or combustible material. (NFPA’s definition includes flame-producing activities, spark-producing activities, and heat production, either through conduction or radiation/convection.) Common sources of ignition during hot work include open flames; electrical, friction, or impact sparks; hot surfaces; hot bearings; welding or cutting torches; and heated gases, coils, or resistors. All hot work involves inherent fire risks and hazards, and all fire hazards should be considered and evaluated before commencing hot work operations. Special procedures and permits are required when hot work is to be performed in a confined space, tank, vessel, or pipeline.
Trivia - The airplane that is used to create weightlessness (G-Force One) dives into a controlled, high speed free-fall. It climbs at a 45-degree angle (about three times that of a typical passenger jet ascent), reaching a peak, then streaking down the other side of a ten-mile-long hill. During the brief interval when the plane approaches the top of the parabola and noses over, the plane falls out of the way of the occupants at exactly the same rate its passengers are falling to Earth, and for those 27 seconds, the aircraft wipes away the effects of gravity.
Stations 57-75 - Milford Township Vol. Fire Co.

Our new Chiefs vehicle is in service. 2017 GMC Sierra 3500.

Our Annual Carnival will be 6/20 to 6/24.

Iron Pigs Ferris will be Thursday Night

Fireworks will be Friday Night
Smoke detection is essential for FIRE prevention
This is your newsletter and it needs your input to be successful. Please send your news to EdPfeiffer44@gmail.com anytime during the month. 
