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The next meeting of the Chiefs’ & FireFirefighters’ Association will be held at Station 42, Reiglesville on Monday, June 17th. 
7:00 PM Food
7:45 PM Meeting Start 
The July meeting will be at Station 5, Midway, on July 15th.
Highlights of the May meeting:

A Form 1099 Tax Return was filed on behalf of the association.

The Tullytown Parade will be on September 14th.

Fred Hashagan - The Bucks County Fire Chiefs & Firefighters Association is proud to announce the Scholarship Award

Program for 2019. This program is an excellent recruitment and retention tool for members of all Bucks County Fire Companies. It will provide financial assistance on a competitive basis to members of the association. Copies of the rules for the program, along with a copy of the application can be reviewed on our website: www.buckscandff.com. Feel free to make copies of these documents and distribute them to members of members’ family, who are pursuing post-secondary education. As of June 1, 2019, four (4) $1000.00 scholarships will be provided by the Association - Three (3)

$1,000.00 scholarship awards to individuals pursuing “college level degrees” and one (1) specifically to a Fire Science degree program. All applications must be submitted by September 1, 2019.
Gov. Wolf is appealing the court win for a Bristol Firefighter claim under the Cancer Presumption Act. Here are the details:

On March 22, 2019, the Pennsylvania Commonwealth Court issued a decision in Bristol Borough v. WCAB (Burnett) regarding the burden of proof for volunteer firefighters in cancer claims under the Pennsylvania Workers’ Compensation Act. This decision is a tremendous win for volunteer firefighters in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. In the Burnett case, litigated by Willig, Williams & Davidson’s own Michael Dryden, the right of every volunteer firefighter in Pennsylvania to bring a Workers’ Compensation claim for cancer was successfully protected.

The Commonwealth Court’s decision affirmed the award of benefits to volunteer firefighter, William Burnett, and rejected arguments raised by Bristol Borough which, if accepted, would have denied all volunteer firefighters the ability to make a cancer claim by requiring absurdly specific documentation of carcinogen exposure. The Commonwealth Court agreed that it is impossible for firefighters to produce specific documentation of carcinogen exposure at emergency responses and agreed that a fairer burden was intended by the General Assembly when the cancer presumption for firefighters became the law in 2011. As noted by the Commonwealth Court, to find in favor of Bristol Borough would have rendered the cancer presumption virtually useless to volunteer firefighters.

As background, Act 46 of 2011 created a presumption that cancer suffered by veteran firefighters is related to their work duties. Since that time, questions have arisen about how the law should be interpreted, including how and whether the law applies to volunteer firefighters, and now with the Burnett case, what type of evidence is required to establish a claim for volunteer firefighters under the cancer presumption.

The Commonwealth Court relied heavily upon the Pennsylvania Supreme Court decision in City of Philadelphia Fire Department v. WCAB (Sladek), also successfully argued by Mr. Dryden. Together, the Sladek and Burnett decisions establish a fair burden of proof for all firefighters diagnosed with cancer. As a result, more career and volunteer firefighters will have access to benefits after being diagnosed with the disease, as intended by the General Assembly.

If you are interested in reading the decision of the Commonwealth Court in Burnett, it is available here.
www.//wwlaw.com/blog/2019/04/10/the-pennsylvania-commonwealth-court-protects-the-rights-of-volunteer-firefighters/
If you have questions about the cancer presumption, please contact us at (215) 656-3600.

Sample Letter to Governor Wolf

Governor Tom Wolf

Room 225 Main Capital

Harrisburg, PA 17101

Dear Governor Wolf,

Occupational cancer has now been identified as the leading cause of death for both volunteer and career firefighters. The Pennsylvania Fire & Emergency Services Institute is the leading advocacy and educational organization serving firefighters and emergency services personnel.

Act 46 of 2011 created a presumption of cancer suffered by veteran firefighters is related to their work duties.

On March 22, 2019, the Pennsylvania Commonwealth Court issued a decision regarding the burden of proof for volunteer firefighters in cancer claims under the Pennsylvania Workers’ Compensation Act. The Commonwealth Court’s decision affirmed the award of benefits to a volunteer firefighter and rejected arguments raised by Bristol Borough, which if accepted would have denied all volunteer firefighters the ability to make a cancer claim.

We have learned that Bristol Borough has appealed the Commonwealth Court’s decision to the Workers’ Compensation Appeal Board.

We are extremely concerned about this action and area asking for your assistance in withdrawing the appeal.

Volunteer Firefighter’s are the foundation of Pennsylvania’s public safety response system. We strongly believe they should continue to be eligible for Workers’ Compensation benefits if proven to have been exposed and diagnosed with occupational cancer.

Sincerely,
Honor Guard Ceremonial Support Trailer - The Bucks County Firefighter and EMS Memorial Honor Guard has taken delivery of an 18’ enclosed trailer that was generously donated by Central Bucks EMS. The trailer was then repainted and lettered by S.K.D Tryon’s Emergency Vehicle Upfitting, Inc. Tim and his staff have done an incredible job transforming the old, white unused trailer into stunning work of art that will serve the honor guard for many years to come.

The next step is to set up the interior of the trailer to store and transport all of the needed supplies and equipment needed for a memorial service and or a funeral for a first responder. We hope to have the trailer in service by fall so that it can be brought to any station that would need it. 

The largest piece of equipment that is needed is a casket loading platform. This platform is made of aluminum and comes in 14 pieces that can be assembled in less than 15 minutes. The deck and the steps of the platform have a perforated non-slip surface. This will enable pall bearers to load caskets on the top of the highest fire trucks safely even in adverse wet weather conditions. Railings along the steps and deck provide another level of safety. This piece of equipment costs $4,600 and is made here in the USA by a company in New Hampshire. 

The honor guard is seeking for donations for the casket loading platform. Any fire company, individual or business that would like to donate $250 or more toward the purchase of the casket loading platform would be acknowledged by having their name permanently placed on the front of the trailer and also on a special acknowledgement page on our website.

For questions regarding the platform, the trailer and making a donation please contact Dave Hathaway at (215) 431-7397 or ffhathaway@msn.com. Donations can also be sent to:

Bucks County Firefighter and EMS Memorial Honor Guard

P.O. Box 206

Doylestown, PA 18901
The Fallen Firefighter Memorial Service will take place on Sept. 29th. Dave Hathaway will bring the Memorial Challenge Coins to those stations who have a fallen firefighter when those coins become available.

Dave also reported that dying while on duty isn’t sufficient to qualify for the Federal death benefit. There must be a “trigger” to initiate the death.

2019 Scholarships applications are now being accepted. Application are available at 
http://www.buckscandff.com
Mark Kramer announced that Mike Stellato is now full time and will be FM-201. Ashley McElhare will be a part time FM and will be FM-202. Applications for the FM-204 part time position are being taken. until Friday 5-24-19

Greg Jackubowski recommended these 4 objectives as the SR-6 priorities.
- Fix the Firemen's Relief Assn reduction

- Work on the EMS funding issues (we know it is in progress)

- More online training for fire

- Fund basic training for fire/EMS (FF1/EMT) statewide.
EMA Scott Forster - Motorola will upgrade the radio system for three weeks beginning June 10th. Minor radio interruptions may occur.

The Commissioners signed off of the new CAD software upgrade. There will be a kick-off meeting this month.

Notes on the Box Cards slow the dispatch and create the opportunity for errors. Apparatus can now be programmed into the box FRL's, eliminating the notes. Contact Rob Kay for details.

A meeting of every State Senator and State Rep from Bucks met with the Commissioners and Scott Forster. At the meeting the status of our Fire and EMS system was discussed.

The Future of the Fire Service Planning Committee has received a commitment from the Bucks County Planning Commission to develop a report on the Fire Service. A survey is being planned. This created considerable discussion. Some questioned the accuracy of previous surveys and the lack of participation by all companies. It was suggested that someone must make personal visits to every station to get the needed information. The more honest and accurate the reporting, the more accurate the report. The next committee meeting will be held on June 10th at 6 Pm in the 9-1-1 Center, Ivyland.
Fire School graduation was held on Tuesday, May 21, 2019 at 7pm in the Gymnasium on Newtown’s campus. There were two Fire Fighter 1 and One Fire Fighter 2 classes graduating this spring. This ceremony graduated over 100 firefighter 1 and firefighter 2 candidates.

We are now accredited to NFPA 1006-2017 standard of the Structural Collapse Technical Rescuer Awareness, Operations, and Technician levels. We are continuously working on updating the standards as they updated standards become available.  We are currently in the process of updating to the 2019 standard of NFPA 1001.  The biggest change that appears to be present at this time is the requirement to conduct air monitoring with in the Fire Fighter 1 testing of the job performance requirements (JPRs).  As we make these changes, we will make that information available to the association.

Please visit our Facebook page for important information or upcoming course reminders.

There has been several new equipment purchases and facility upgrades at both locations. The following projects have been completed or are in progress.

New life safety anchors were installed in the training tower at the Doylestown facility. These will be used for the rope rescue, RIT, and firefighter survival courses held at this site. New windows will be installed in the shop area to provide better ventilation for the operations team when working in the shop area. The aging wildland & RIT equipment storage building was replaced with a new structure.  The County is in the process of upgrading the hose & appliance building with new structural components, siding, and a new metal roof. Laser projectors were installed in the second-floor classrooms. The first-floor classroom projectors will be replaced this fall. A new confined space meter was purchased for CSR courses.  This is the same meter used by PECO. Lastly, new 20 Scott SCBA units were purchased and will be distributed evenly between the two training centers. 

A new forced entry door prop was purchased for the LBPSTC. This will be used for FF1 courses, as well as, Truck Company and forced entry courses. An E-draulic O-cutter was added to the VR equipment cache. We now have an E-draulic cutter and a spreader for vehicle extrication training. The fire pump at the LBPSTC was repaired and is back in operation.
Ed Pfeiffer showed a recruiting video that was produced with the cooperation of Hartsville, Ivyland, Southampton and Warminster Fire Company’s. They serve the Centennial School District. It will be shown at the William Tenant High School and both Middle Schools in the Centennial School District, Archbishop Wood HS and the Middle Bucks Institute of Technology. Handout cards will be available with the full contact information for each company.
29th Annual

Conference & Dinner

Saturday, November 23, 2019

Best Western Premier, Harrisburg, PA

Keynote Dinner Speaker is
Adam K Thiel, Fire Commissioner / OEM Director - City of Philadelphia

The Bucks County Public Safety Training Center has scheduled retest nights for anyone that is unable to make it to the Training Center during the daytime.   The following nights are set for retests:

-          Tuesday June 18, 2019 @ Lower Bucks Public Safety Training Center – starting at 7pm

Station 93, Hartsville will be holding their 20th annual Firefighter Camp July 10, 17, 24 & 31st. at the Station 7:00 PM to 8:30 PM. Anyone 14 years of age or older who wants to learn about being a firefighter is encouraged to attend. Free T-Shirt to all attendees. To register contact president93@hartsvillefc.org.
According to the U.S. Fire Administration and the Center for Disease Control, someone dies in a fire about every two hours in America, and someone is injured every 29 minutes. More than 3,000 people die annually, and 82 percent of these deaths occur in the home. Fire sprinklers are part of the solution, they do make a difference and do save lives.
The CPSC recalled approximately 40,000 ION Portable Speakers Due to Explosion Hazard.
Hydrogen gas can leak from the portable speaker battery when charging and the speaker can burst, posing an explosion hazard. Ion Audio has received five reports of speakers exploding including four incidents resulting in property damage to the surrounding area. No injuries have been reported. Sold exclusively at Best Buy from June 2018 through May 2019 for about $70. Made in China
Station 46, New Hope, has purchased Doylestown’s 1992 Pierce Lance, Ex-Engine 19-1.

Station 10, Edgley, in an effort to shrink their apparatus fleet they have sold their 2014 Pierce Rescue/Engine to Station 30, Falls Twp. Edgley now operates a Ladder/Rescue and an Engine.
New research shows that many drivers are profoundly distracted by their phones when they're going past first responders working accidents on the roadways. New research from the National Safety Council found 71% of drivers admitted to taking photos and texting while driving by emergency workers; that's nearly triple the 24% who admitted to doing it under normal driving conditions. Sixty percent admitted to posting to social media; two-thirds have emailed about what they're driving by. And the results are increasingly deadly. Sixteen percent of drivers say they've struck or nearly struck an emergency vehicle or first responder on the side of the road. Forty first responders were killed on the side of the road last year, up 60% from 2017. And so far this year, 21 have died, including 10 police officers; 14 officers were hit and killed in all of 2018. "What surprised us most about this study was the magnitude of people who are really exercising very dangerous behavior," said Kelly Nantel of the National Safety Council. "They're adding another level of exposure to these first responders."  
There are two very good articles in the May PA Fireman Mag. The first by Dr. Harry Carter is titled “Small deeds done are better than great deeds planned”. It deals with your contribution to the fire service and safety.
The second by Chief Charles Angione reviews the lessons from the Beverly Hills Supper Club fire that killed 165 and injured 200. It speaks of the impact on the volunteers who responded and dealt with the aftermath.
The 2019 NFPA Fire Prevention theme is “Not every hero wears a cape. Plan and practice your escape.”
Universal Green AR-F3, 3% foam is NF’s recommended AR-AFFF replacement and is priced exactly as Universal Gold. It is intended to comply with NFPA 11, the petrochemical industry’s fire protection standard. 

The World Health Organization has estimated that 300,000 people around the world die in fires every year.
The Community Risk Assessment (CRP) is the first step in the process of community risk reduction. A CRA is a comprehensive, data-rich evaluation that identifies, priorities, and defines the risks faced by the overall community.

Electronic Sprinklers are the newly recognized technology in the 2020 edition of NFPA 25. Unlike traditional sprinklers equipped with a thermal response element that activates at a fixed temperature, electric sprinklers are activated by an electronic signal sent to an actuator. The actuator releases the mechanism holding back the water, allowing the sprinkler to discharge. Each sprinkler is equipped with its own detector as the initiating device. When a fire is detected, the initiating device send a signal to the addressable releasing panel equipped with fire detection and sprinkler selection algorithms. Base on the algorithms, the panel selects the number of sprinklers and which sprinklers to activate.
New information has been released on the investigation into the deaths of two York County firefighters. The report by the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health Administration tries to answer one question: should Ivan Flanscha and Zachary Anthony have been allowed in a partially-collapsed former mill? The Institute released a 57-page report detailing where they think the York City Fire Department went wrong on March 22, 2018, at the old Weaver Organ and Piano Company, and what the department can do to improve in the future. The report says the deaths of Flanscha, 50, and Anthony, 29, come down to five contributing factors: inactive sprinklers, long and deep-seeded fires that couldn't be extinguished by large hoses, previous structure collapses at the building, firefighters entering the collapse zone and a lack of risk vs. gain analysis - which simply means the risk was too great to go in.  
BlazeMaster, the manufacturers of plastic (CPVC) sprinkler pipe, now offers UL Certified anti-freeze solution designed exclusively for sprinkler systems.

Station 57, Milford Twp., is holding their annual carnival June 18 to 22nd.
Smoke detection is essential for FIRE prevention
This is your newsletter and it needs your input to be successful. Please send your news to EdPfeiffer44@gmail.com anytime during the month. 
