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The next meeting of the Chiefs’ & FireFirefighters’ Association will be held at Station 34, Chalfont on May 15th.
7 PM Food

7:45 PM Meeting Start 

 
The June meeting will be held at the Station 5, Midway. 
Highlights of the April meeting:

The vote on the proposed Standard for response to Vacant and Unoccupied homes failed.

Station 24, Plumsteadville, has purchased a 3000 tanker from Rosenbaurer with a 1000 GPM pump on a Freightliner chassis.
The NVFC held a special Roundtable on Fire Department Sustainability during its spring meeting on April 7. A panel of experts discussed key challenges regarding sustainability along with best practices to help fire departments retain members and meet staffing needs. Read a wrap-up of the event, including tips and best practices for fire department recruitment and retention. Read article. http://www.nvfc.org/best-practices-in-fire-department-sustainability/
NFPA - On average, two people will go to work this week somewhere in the United States and not return home to their families as a result of entering a confined space. According to the annual Census of Fatal Occupational Injuries, compiled by the Bureau of Labor Statistics, 136 U.S. workers died in incidents associated with confined spaces in 2015. http://www.nfpa.org/news-and-research/publications/nfpa-journal/2017/march-april-2017/features/confined-space?order_src=C246
SOMERVILLE, NJ-- A Hillsborough volunteer firefighter will not receive workers' compensation benefits for a serious head injury he sustained in an altercation with another firefighter.
NJ.com reports that an appellate court has upheld a lower-court ruling in the case of firefighter Jamie Benimadho, who suffered a skull fracture, hemorrhages and a traumatic brain injury when his head hit the pavement in a fall during an incident that began with horseplay between two other volunteer firefighters.
A workers' compensation judge had earlier rejected Benimadho's claim, saying the firefighter "was not injured in the scope" of his duties, and the appellate court affirmed that decision.

The new ID display will be in the format of “Prefix” + Station Number + “Suffix” as listed on Page 1 of this document.  For example: 

1. “C45-M” – Mobile Radio, Assigned to Chief 45

2. “FP4-P1” – Portable Radio 1, Assigned to Fire Police from Station 4. 

3. “E73-P2” – Portable Radio 2, Assigned to Engine 73. 

4. “TW65-O” – Portable Radio, Assigned to the Officer on Tower 65.

5. “E36-1-P1” – Portable Radio, Assigned to Engine 36-1

The County will provide each agency with a spreadsheet which defines the serial number and system number for every radio for the agency.  It will be incumbent upon department leadership to identify the alias ID that is requested for each radio.  The ID must fit into one of the categories listed on Page 1.  

IMPORTANT! The Alias ID CANNOT exceed 8 characters.  We recognize and acknowledge that the radio can support a greater character count than 8, but the interface to the Computer Aided Dispatch program is limited to 8 characters.  

The dispatchers and the field personnel will see the same identifiers and customization will be limited to insure consistency among the services.  All personnel will see exactly what radio console they are communicating with when receiving a transmission from the County.  

Current Radio Count by Band:



Limitations by Model:

North: 880 



APX4000 – 1000 IDs

East: 550



APX6000 – 1500 IDs

South: 480
APX7000, 8000 – 2500 IDs 

Central: 611 

The deadline to review this document and submit edits is Tuesday 5/2/2017 by 1600 hours.    

HoMedics has recalled about 400,000 handheld massagers units. The cord can break near the base of the massager and expose the wires, posing an electric shock and burn hazards. HoMedics has received 140 reports of exposed wires, sparks, smoking and some shooting flames coming from the massagers. There have been 15 reports of burn injuries to consumer’s fingers and other parts of the body. Made in China

History May 2017 – A contractor working to do routine water main repair work in the 900 block of Spruce St. in Philadelphia, found wooden water mains reported by the Water Dept. to have been installed between Oct. 1811 and Oct. 1812. They were not in service. They were replaced, but not removed, in 1831 with a 12” cast iron pipe.
 

Charles Angione, in his article in the April PA Fireman Mag, talks about “self-critique”. An exercise in examining your fire ground decisions while lying in bed. He calls is learning on the job.
Autism Awareness – 
1 out of 68 children are diagnosed with Autism (ASD Autism Spectrum Disorder). These children grow up.
Someone on the Spectrum is 7 times more likely to have an encounter with emergency services.
Individuals with Autism cannot be identified by appearance.  They look the same as anyone else. They’re identified by their behavior.

A Spectrum Disorder: This means that the person involved may process some or all of the characteristics in varying degrees.

Autism is a developmental disability characterized by a typical, repetitive behavior and deficits in social communication skills.

Difficult to communicate with others and relate to the outside world.
People with Autism are living and working in your community today.

For more information contact Chief Brian Focht at chiefwgfc@aol.com or 215-264-6796
A quote from someone on the the NFPA 1500 Safety Standard Committee, “When you have no concept of safety to a safety zealot’s approach, you don’t do that in one step, you bite off pieces and take it one at a time. I think our goal was for the departments to get it all done in a reasonable time. I think that’s what’s happened over 29 and a half years. Things that were once thought of as extremely radical back then are now common practice.”
Station 93, Hartsville and Station 125 Central Bucks EMS member Donnie Rogers, 18, a senior at Middle Bucks Institute of Technology (MBIT) in the Public Safety program and at Central Bucks East High School, will represent Pennsylvania at the SkillsUSA national competition in Louisville, Kentucky, June 19- 23. SkillsUSA is a national student organization that develops employability, participatory and leadership skills to complement the occupational skills developed by students in technical education classrooms—such as the public safety skills in which Donnie excels—or work-based learning sites. SkillsUSA is an integral part of approved technical education occupation programs. Donnie was top student in the Public Safety program at MBIT and went on to compete at the South Eastern Pennsylvania District Competition held at the Eastern Center for the Arts and Technology in Montgomery County. After winning the gold for his district, he participated in the Pennsylvania SkillsUSA competition in Hershey against 11 other students representing their home districts. His scores in written and practical tests in First Aid and CPR earned him a second gold

Existing fire alarm panels can be upgraded using AT&T or Verizon national radios to eliminate traditional land lines.
Viking has introduced a new concealed residential sidewall sprinkler head. It can be specified wherever appearance is a concern.
A Muster will be held on the grounds of the New York Fire Museum in Hudson, NY on Saturday, May 20th from 10 AM til 4 PM. It begins with a Parade through town. www.fasnyfiremuseum.com
Bucks County Heroes Scholarship Fundraiser Fun Competition: On Tuesday, May 23rd from 5PM-8PM, Northampton Township Chief’s (Fire Chief Adam Selisker, Police Chief Mike Clark & EMS Chief Jason Dowd) will be “Celebrity Scoopers” at Rita’s Water Ice in Holland. Each chief will have his own window, competing for the most customers in the 3 hour period. 20% of the sales will be donated to Bucks County Heroes Scholarship Fund. Let’s make this a FIRE DEPARTMENT win and a win for the fund! Come out and show your support.
Station 12, Newportville. Their new engine is painted grey over red.

On Monday June 5, 2017 the Philadelphia Division of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), the Montgomery County Bomb Squad and the Pennsylvania Governor’s Office of Homeland Security will present an improvised explosive workshop for the regions first responders, law enforcement, chemical industry and academia personnel. This workshop is part of the FBI’s National Improvised Explosive Familiarization (NIEF) initiative designed to raise the awareness of the use of common chemicals to produce improvised explosives. The classroom portion of this training will be held at Ursinus College, F.W. Olin Hall, and will include lectures in the morning focused on FBI initiatives, capabilities and the chemical threat, followed by a lecture from an FBI Special Agent Bomb Technician on Improvised Explosive Devices (IED’s). The afternoon session will consist of a field trip to an explosives range for a live demonstration of various IED’s, most of which can be mixed using common household chemicals. This demonstration is designed to underscore the potential danger of these chemicals, both in the hands of terrorists as well as juvenile experimenters. When: Monday June 5, 2017, 8:00 am to 4:00 pm Where: Ursinus College, F.W. Olin Hall 601 East Main Street Collegeville, Pa 19426

Registration: Please MUST register for this event at: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/june-2017-chemicalindustry-outreach-workshop-montgomery-county-pa-registration-33782208495. Any questions can be directed to SA Kevin M. Bosch, WMD Coordinator, via email: Kevin.Bosch@ic.fbi.gov. Additional details will be sent via email to registered individuals. You will receive a confirmation email for your attendance.
What You Can do to Improve ISO Grading Through Training
This webcast will look at ISO’s Fire Suppression Rating Schedule (FSRS) with a focus on fire department training. The program will cover training that uses facilities with burn/smoke rooms or training towers, plus training for companies, officers, drivers, hazmat and recruits. Pre-fire planning will also be reviewed to help determine training needs based on known hazards. Attendees will be able to ask questions pertaining to fire department training and learn more about the ISO grading system and how scores are determined.
Joseph W. Fratantaro
Joseph W. Fratantaro is a Community Hazard Mitigation manager at ISO, a member of the Verisk Insurance Solutions Underwriting Group at Verisk Analytics. He has been with ISO for 18 years and was a principal member of the Fire Suppression Rating Schedule (FSRS) revision team. He has 36 years’ experience in emergency services and was the fire training coordinator for the Bucks County, PA, Emergency Services Training Center. He is a certified Fire Service Instructor and Fire Company Officer.
Firehouse Magazine Webcast - https://event.webcasts.com/starthere.jsp?

If your detectors are not connected, your home is not protected!
This is your newsletter and it needs your input to be successful. Please send your news to EdPfeiffer44@gmail.com anytime during the month. 






