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The next meeting of the Chiefs’ & FireFirefighters’ Association will be held at Station 42, Riegelsville, on September 18th.
7 PM Food

7:45 PM Meeting Start 
 
The October meeting will be held at Station 4, Trevose, on October 16th.
Highlights of the August Meeting:
Silvi Concrete demonstrated two CNG power trucks. The Oshkosh 10-Yard mixer had two vertical 80-gallon fiberglass tanks mounted on each side behind the cab. The Mack truck tractor had the same tanks mounted on both sides in the saddle tank position. Both trucks were clearly marked as clean energy CNG.

Hazmat 89, a 660-gallon foam trailer was also demonstrated. The AFFF foam is a newer non-polluting AFFF.
The President reported that the organization is not Incorporated. He was authorized to seek Incorporation.

Fred Hashagan reports there are 4 applications for 5 scholarships. Applications are available on the association website. http://www.buckscandff.com
About $180K of the first bills paid with fire grant funds don’t have receipts.
The sale of 18 Bucks County Fire Service History books was approved for sale at the Pennswood Village Store for $16.99

Joe Lynch has been moved from his part-time County Fire Marshal position to full-time. Hiring for his part-time position is under way.

.
U.S. Experience with Sprinklers 2010-2014

Report highlights

Sprinklers were present in only 10% of reported structure fires in 2010-2014.

Most structure fires and fire deaths occurred in homes, but sprinklers were found in only 7% of all home fires.  Sprinklers were most likely to be found in institutional occupancies such as nursing homes, hospitals, and prisons or jails. 

The civilian death rate per 1,000 reported home fires was 81% lower in homes with sprinklers than in homes with no AES.

In three of every five incidents in which sprinklers failed to operate, the system had been shut off.
“When you stop learn you begin dying”, Albert Einstein
Station 79, Doylestown, have placed into service a 2017 Chevrolet Silverado 3500HD/Reading, open compartmented utility body, 10,000 lb. removable winch, lift gate, as Utility 79. 

When sprinklers are present, fires are kept to the room of origin 97 percent of the time.

Station 37, Union has taken delivery of a Pierce Saber engine.

Station 7 William Penn, has order a Pierce mini-pumper on a Ford F500 chassis.

Station 14, Third District, has taken their 1969 GMC 2½-ton utility brush truck out of service.
According to the International Association of Fire Fighters (IAFF), 61 percent of line-of-duty firefighter deaths between 2002 and 2016 were caused by occupational cancer.  There were more than 1,050 line-of-duty firefighter cancer deaths during that period. 

Another news outlet recently underscored this problem. "We have absolutely seen an increase in firefighters getting cancer, and the cancers we are seeing are abnormal cancers, unusual cancers for people in their age groups," Charles Hood, fire chief for the City of San Antonio. "We are seeing younger, healthier firefighters contracting cancer."

Hood added that modern home furnishings--many of which are synthetic--can "put off some really toxic gases" when on fire. Moreover, today's unprotected homebuilding material of choice is leading to more rapid structural failure when burning and placing firefighters in pretty precarious situations. (Not convinced? See the groundbreaking research on this topic.)

Reducing fire risks to both residents and firefighters is home fire sprinklers. While there isn't data pointing to fire sprinklers and decreased cancer rates, consider this: When compared to structure fires in homes with no automatic extinguishing equipment present, analysis of home structure fires with sprinklers present showed a 65 percent reduction in firefighter injuries per 1,000 home structure fires, states NFPA's "Impact of Home Sprinklers on Firefighter Injuries" report.
The Administrator of the PA State Fire Academy, George Stapleton, has accepted a new job with the South Carolina State Fire Academy.
The first Pennsylvania Fire Safety Summit will be held at the Best Western Premier off Union Deposit Rd. in Harrisburg on November 16th & 17th. This is a Thursday evening and Friday.
Kraig Herman Krherman@pa.gov
Deadline to register is Oct. 30, 2017
The 27th Annual PA Fire & Emergency Services Conference and Dinner “Defining Our Future” will be held on Saturday, November 18th.

PennyPFESI@verizon.net 717-236-5995
“The Art of First Due” by Dave Dodson will be presented on November 4th, 2017 at the East Greenville Fire Co., 401 Washington St., East Greenville, Pa. 18041 $50. Includes lunch, 8AM  to 4 PM. www.egfc38.com or e-mail afd@egfd38.com
Ex Fire Chief and Ex Congressman, Curt Weldon, has authored a new book “Awakening the Sleeping Giant” The Political Empowerment of America’s Heroes. It documents Curt’s rise from firefighter, to Fire Chief in Marcus Hook, Pa, to Delaware Cty. Fire Academy Administrator, to Mayor of the “Hook”, to U.S. Congress, to creator of the Congressional Fire Service Caucus (and inspired similar Fire Serviced Focused organizations in every state), to his current vision, “One World for Life”. This is an International Disaster Mitigation Initiative.
“There is no other group of volunteers in America where members actually die each year while providing their service.” 
Available only at Amazon.com books. $19.79
The National Electrical Manufacturers Association (NEMA) is alerting contractors in the area of their “Evaluating Water-Damaged Electrical Equipment” document aimed specifically at contractors who will be called in to help with the damage assessment once the waters have receded. The guide is free and available for download on NEMA's website.
http://www.nfpa.org/nec
Smoke Detectors – Kidde has announced that their new line of smoke detectors will feature a 10-year battery in all of the following units: hard wired AC, combination smoke/CO and wireless interconnected detectors. Not only will 10-year batteries insure working smoke detectors for 10 years, the detectors will continue to chirp after 10 years. This indicates the end of their life and they must be replaced. No word yet on how much this will add to the cost. Cost/ affordability is always a concern.

Note: The wireless detectors will not be compatible with the currently available wireless detectors as they will occupy a different radio frequency band.

Billy G - There is hardly an Firefighter worldwide who hasn't been impacted by now retired FDNY Firefighter Dennis Smith. From his best-selling books including REPORT FROM ENGINE CO 82 and REPORT FROM GROUND ZERO to being the founder of FIREHOUSE Magazine and so much more...Dennis has had a very positive impact at all levels of our profession.

While Dennis has done so much for so many, he is now facing very significant health challenges of his own. His closest friends are asking if firefighters, fire companies and fire departments could simply send Dennis a signed get-well card with your fire dept. or company patch or sticker attached-it would do wonders in raising his spirits as he faces these tough medical challenges. Unfortunately, Dennis cannot access social media and is unable to receive phone calls, so a "snail mail" get well card as described above is the best way to express all of our best wishes.

Please send it ASAP to: 

Firefighter Dennis Smith

Heartland Health Care & Rehab Center

5401 Sawyer Road

Sarasota, FL 34233
On 1 September 2017, Bristol Fire Company - Station 51 was awarded a 2016 AFG Fire Prevention and Safety Grant.  This grant will be used to purchase 1000 CO alarms with 10-year sealed batteries and will be installed by members of the Borough's fire companies.  The grant project is $33,500, the Federal portion of the grant is $31,905.00.  Bristol Borough Council will provide the matching 5% ($1595.00). This is our fourth AFG Fire Prevention Grant.  Two grants for smoke alarms and two for CO alarms.
Station 26, Perkasie, has fifteen (15) MSA Firehawk M7 masks for sale.  All masks are in good to excellent condition.  Make offer by contacting Deputy 26 – Ed Boshell at 267 718 0018 or ejb1926@yahoo.com.
Incident Safety Officer 2-Day Academy, Alexandria, Virginia, September 25 & 26, 2017  8:00am – 5:00pm daily

CLASS LOCATION: Alexandria (VA) Fire Department, Joshua Weissman Professional Development Center, 1108 Jefferson Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

HOTEL RECOMMENDATION Embassy Suites, 1900 Diagonal Road, Alexandria, VA

This course is an in-depth, fast paced class that focuses on the knowledge and experience-elements required of an effective ISO. It gives participants the opportunity for situational exercises and scenario practice. The ISO Academy is an excellent tool to help participants prepare for the FDSOA ISO Certification Exam. The course is ideal for any fire officer who has been newly appointed as a Safety Officer or is likely to fill the Incident Safety Officer role.
$495 per person
Register FDSOA.org

To some this may sound like an overly critical statement, but in reality, absent a manmade or natural disaster, a fire is a failure of our system.

In order for a fire to occur, our codes must have failed to prevent the fire through proper engineering, a lack of education or less-than-aggressive enforcement measures. In other cases, we may simply have failed to educate the public on how to control or prevent the fire. 

Winston Churchill once said, “We must always look forward, but we have to understand our history in order to not repeat the mistakes of the past. I have seen too many instances where people continue to pursue wrong courses of action because they do not take the time to think critically about what has happened in the past.”

While history has provided the fire service many lessons, never have Churchill’s words been more telling than they are now.
Timothy E. Sendelbach

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF, Firehouse Magazine. Read the entire article in the Sept. 2017 issue.

Station 93, Hartsville, has a 1998 Pierce Saber Engine for sale. Series 60 Detroit, Auto, 1500 gpm, 1000 tank, Husky foam system. Minimum bid $50,000. due by October 15th. Contact Chief Eng. Tom Hannon 215-444-0300 or hannon.auto@verizon.net.
For years, one of the motivational pieces hanging in my office has been a picture of an eagle with the word “Excellence.” It reads, “Excellence is the result of caring more than others think is wise, risking more than others think is safe, dreaming more than others think is practical, and expecting more than others think is possible.” 

This definition really is the edgy essence of progressiveness. It sounds forward-thinking, dramatic and some may even say careless (“risking more than others think is safe”). I certainly don’t read the statement as careless, nor do I hold that responsibility lightly. This edgy essence epitomizes the traditions of the fire service: pushing harder, doing better, expecting more from and for our people, while trying to ensure that everyone goes home. In reality, true excellence may be unattainable, but it is impossible to even come close to excellence with a mindset (or acceptance) of carelessness.
MARC S. BASHOOR Firehouse Magazine.  Read the entire article in the Sept. 2017 issue.
What can be said to chief officers who continue

to ignore scientific evidence, and argue that we don’t need research to inform our tactics

because “we already know all the answers”?

Since completing my initial firefighter training 25-plus years ago, I’ve had the opportunity to experience how a lot of fire departments—across the U.S.

and the world—approach interior structural firefighting. Each of these organizations has some different characteristics, but in every place I’ve worked or visited, searching for—and

(hopefully) rescuing—trapped occupants is the highest fireground priority.

At the most basic level, these research findings reinforce the importance of what we

(should) already know about safely and effectively conducting inside operations: 1) The faster we get water on the fire, the better it is for everyone; 
2) door control is absolutely

critical; and 
3) we must closely—and constantly—coordinate our fire attack, ventilation

and search efforts.

As firefighters, saving lives—including those of our brothers and sisters—is what we do. Whatever your department’s resources, having more information about fire dynamics and using it to make better tactical decisions—or even review and revise operating

practices—is the best way to fulfill our highest calling. Adam K. Thiel, Fire Commissioner, City of Philadelphia
RESILIENCE TRAINING: PSYCHOLOGICAL SURVIVAL SKILLS FOR

BEFORE, DURING & AFTER CRISES

Thursday, October 12, 2017 Friday, October 13, 2017

COURSE MEETS BOTH DAYS FROM: 8:30AM TO 5PM

LOCATION: Bucks County Public Safety Training Center, 1760 S. Easton Rd., Doylestown, PA

18901

COST: FREE – BREAKFAST AND LUNCH WILL BE PROVIDED
(215) 215-340-8735 Fax (215) 957-0765

email: drkates@buckscounty.org website: www.bcehs.com

Every Second Counts: Plan Two Ways Out!

This is your newsletter and it needs your input to be successful. Please send your news to EdPfeiffer44@gmail.com anytime during the month. 
